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Our 
purpose1

 Contributing to a Wales of vibrant culture 

Wales’s historic buildings and archaeological monuments are as important a part of 
the heritage of Wales as its museum, archive and library collections. For that reason, 
the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW) 
was set up in 1908 to research and record the castles and abbeys, churches and chapels, 
farmsteads and mines, cottages and public buildings, hillforts and burial mounds that 
make up the distinctive historic environment of Wales.

The Owain Glyndŵr statue, 
Corwen, NPRN 407711. The 
Commission has surveyed many 
sites associated with Glyndŵr; 
for a selection of five Coflein 
sites to start your trail in the 
steps of Owain Glyndŵr, see 
rcahmw.gov.uk/in-the-steps-
of-owain-glyndwr.

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/407711/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/in-the-steps-of-owain-glyndwr/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/in-the-steps-of-owain-glyndwr/
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Former dwelling at Cwm Gorffen, NPRN 529261. Described by naturalist Iolo Williams as ‘The Last Wilderness of 
Wales’, the Cambrian Mountains are remote and wild, but rich in evidence of human activity from the earliest times 
to the recent past. As well as sweeping moorland, dense woodland, fast rivers and numerous lakes, the mountains 
contain hillforts, standing stones, burial cairns, the remains of extensive metal mining activity, remote and abandoned 
farmsteads and settlements. 

The records we create as a result of our own fieldwork and through the deposit of material 
with us created by partner organisations and well-wishers, form the National Monuments 
Record of Wales (NMRW), Wales’s third national collection (along with the collections of 
Amgueddfa Cymru–National Museum Wales and the National Library of Wales). You can 
explore the contents of the NMRW through Coflein (www.coflein.gov.uk), our database 
containing details of thousands of archaeological sites, monuments, buildings and maritime 
sites in Wales, together with an index to the drawings, manuscripts and photographs held in 
the NMRW archive collections.

Our purpose

 Contributing to a prosperous Wales and to a Wales of cohesive communities  

In undertaking this work, we aim to do much more than create a record for posterity, 
valuable as that is as evidence of the Wales of the past. The research we do to 
understand different types of historic building and monument allows the best examples 
to be identified and protected from demolition or harmful alterations. This ensures 
that they survive, and that the historic environment of Wales remains rich, varied and 
rewarding for the people of Wales, now and in the future, and for the many visitors who 
form a vital part of the Welsh tourism economy. 

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/529261/
http://www.coflein.gov.uk
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The Commission consists of up to ten Royal Commissioners and a Chair 
who are Crown appointees recruited under the Welsh Government’s public 
appointments process. Commissioners meet formally twice a year, in April 
and October, to set the organisation’s strategic direction, and to oversee, 
challenge and advise staff, with two further meetings of the Corporate 
Governance Committee, in January and July. They also perform a valuable role 
in mentoring staff, serving on interview panels, undertaking peer review and 
providing guidance in their particular areas of expertise.

Commissioners

Current Board of Commissioners

Top row left to right:
Chair: Professor Nancy Edwards BA, PhD, FBA, FLSW, FSA

Vice-Chair: Ms Catherine S. Hardman MA, MA, FSA

Mr Thomas O. S. Lloyd MA, OBE, DL, FSA

Mrs Caroline Crewe-Read BA, MPhil, FRSA, MAPM

Mr Neil Beagrie BA, FRSA

Bottom row left to right:
Dr Louise Emanuel MA, MSc, PhD, PGCODE

Mr Chris Brayne BSc

Dr Hayley Roberts LLB, PhD, FHEA

Mr Jonathan Vining BSc, BArch, MSc, RIBA, AoU

Secretary (CEO):

Mr Christopher Catling MA, FSA, MCIfA
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Welsh language
 Contributing to a thriving Welsh language 

As a bilingual organisation, the Commission is proud to see a continued increase in the 
number of enquires received through the medium of Welsh. We will continue to promote our 
Welsh-language services, and the language, at every opportunity. We are also proud of the 
high number of staff committed to improving their Welsh-language skills and increasingly 
using the language in the workplace. 

You can find further details and the full report on our compliance with the Welsh Language 
Standards during 2019–20 at rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/corporate-information/welsh-
language/welsh-language-standards-compliance-annual-report-2019-20.

Welsh speakers and learners at the Commission promoting Diwrnod Hawliau’r Gymraeg/Welsh Language Rights’ Day on 
6 December 2019.

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/corporate-information/welsh-language/welsh-language-standards-compliance-annual-report-2019-20/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/corporate-information/welsh-language/welsh-language-standards-compliance-annual-report-2019-20/
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Our fieldwork
and reseach                                         2

 Presenting the Welsh historic environment in ways that enrich people’s  
 perception of Wales at home and abroad and make a major contribution  
 to the image of Wales as a desirable place to live, work, visit or invest 

The Royal Commission’s team of highly experienced field staff carry out a busy 
programme of survey work to record and interpret Wales’s most significant historic 
buildings, landscapes and ancient monuments. They do this through archaeological 
survey, photography, 3D laser scanning, aerial photography and LiDAR (aerial laser 
scanning). Our strategy for survey includes thematic or area-based projects to develop 
knowledge and understanding of elements of our heritage that are under-represented, 
of outstanding importance, or at risk from neglect, environmental damage or 
development.

Twentieth-century built heritage
The Commission continues its programme of recording the built heritage of the twentieth 
century at risk of demolition or undergoing development work. The buildings of this century 
display an exciting diversity of forms and styles that reflect major changes in Welsh and 
global society and culture, but which have been little studied or understood compared to 
more traditional historic buildings. To provide expert guidance in this work, we appointed 
Jonathan Vining, architect and urban designer and Associate Director at WYG, as a 
Commissioner for his expertise in twentieth-century built heritage.

Designed by architect Percy Thomas as part of an overall redevelopment plan for 
Aberystwyth University in 1935, the Pantycelyn Hall of Residence is one of only three 
elements of his scheme to have been constructed. It provides accommodation for Welsh-
speaking students at the university and those learning Welsh (such as Prince Charles, who 
was a student here in 1969). Completed between 1948 and 1953, the hall is a fine Neo-
Georgian building for which it is Grade II listed. After closure in 2015, Aberystwyth University 
started a comprehensive refurbishment in 2017, carefully restoring the exterior, but 
reconfiguring the interior. The Royal Commission carried out an emergency photographic 
survey of the original rooms, including the basement bar, with its posters detailing the 
Welsh-language music scene from the late 1960s onwards.
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Our fieldwork and reseach

A mosaic of posters found in the basement bar at Pantycelyn Hall of Residence, NPRN 403952.

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/403952/
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Our fieldwork and reseach

Another of the buildings that we recorded this year was the County Library, Dew Street, 
Haverfordwest. Designed by the Pembrokeshire County Architect Gilbert Ray, this was built 
in 1967 out of brick and reconstituted stone. The facade is dominated by a sculpture by 
David Tinker representing pages from books whose shadows change with the movement of 
the sun. To the left of the facade, the round theatre and performance space is screened by a 
curved curtain wall with tall narrow slits that echoes the defences of the medieval town. The 
library transferred to the Glan-yr-Afon cultural centre, located in the town’s former Riverside 
Market building, in 2018. Pembrokeshire County Council has since put the former library site 
on the market, stipulating that the sculpture should be retained in any new development.

Haverfordwest County Library, NPRN 421859.

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/421859/


11

The original section of the new Shire Hall complex in Mold was opened in 1968. Designed 
by the Flintshire County Architect Robert Harvey, the building was considerably extended in 
1972 in the run up to the county restructuring. In 1974 it became home to Clwyd County 
Council. A striking Modernist structure, the entire exterior is clad in black glass mosaic and 
alternate windows have projecting concrete surrounds, forming a chequer board pattern 
along the full length of the six-storey facade. After further county restructuring in 1996, the 
building had become too big for the county’s needs and the post-1968 extensions were 
demolished. Susan Fielding, Senior Investigator (Historic Buildings), carried out photographic 
recording in early 2020, prioritising those areas to be demolished. Further recording of the 
interiors of the original block will be completed when conditions allow.

Mold Shire Hall, NPRN 424561.

Our fieldwork and reseach

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/424561/
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Our fieldwork and reseach

The first Cantonian Municipal Secondary School opened in October 1907 at Market Road, Canton. The bombing raids 
of early 1941 destroyed the complex and, although temporarily repaired, a new site at Fairwater was subsequently 
acquired. Its successor, the Cantonian High School (shown here) opened on the present site in September 1962.

Twenty-first century schools
Welsh Government has created a partnership programme with local councils to create a 
generation of twenty-first-century schools across Wales. This aims either to refurbish 
or replace older schools, leading to the demolition of those that cannot be brought up to 
the required standards. As part of this programme, and working in conjunction with Cadw, 
the Royal Commission is recording some of the best examples of these complexes before 
their demolition. We recorded Fitzalan High School, Leckwith, and Cantonian High School, 
Fairwater, both in Cardiff, this year. Both schools are important examples of the curtain-
wall method of construction typical of school building in this period, with staircases at each 
end of the block giving access to a central corridor and classrooms on either side lit by large 
windows.
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Our fieldwork and reseach

Aerial reconnaissance
Our recording of twentieth-century buildings at risk on the ground was supported by 
pioneering aerial reconnaissance work using an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (or ‘drone’) to fly 
multiple orbits around Theatr Ardudwy, in Harlech, and Shire Hall, Mold, to capture a series 
of overlapping images that were then processed to create a 3D computer model.

Other highlights of the summer’s 
reconnaissance work included the 
discovery of a previously unrecorded 
Roman farm or villa at Shirenewton, 
Monmouthshire, and documentation of 
the archaeological work along the line of 
the Caernarfon bypass, currently under 
construction in northwest Wales.

You can read more about our aerial 
reconnaissance work at rcahmw.gov.uk/
about-us/our-work/aerial-archaeology

Shire Hall, Mold, NPRN 424561. We used aerial photogrammetric recording to create this 3D model of the building 
complex prior to its partial demolition in 2020.

Aerial recording of archaeological sites revealed 
along the line of the Caernarfon bypass, June 2019.

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/our-work/aerial-archaeology/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/our-work/aerial-archaeology/
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/424561/
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Castell Nadolig
Castell Nadolig is a concentric Iron Age defended enclosure sited on a low hill on the coastal 
plain of south-west Ceredigion. The site is famous for the discovery of the Penbryn Iron Age 
spoons in 1829. In 1836, these joined the collections of the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 
Only 27 similar spoons are known from Britain, Ireland and France. Of those, the pair from 
Castell Nadolig were the earliest to be discovered and are among the most ornate. It is likely 
that they accompanied a burial. 

In 2019, the discovery of an Iron Age chariot burial in Pembrokeshire provided the 
impetus for a fresh investigation of Castell Nadolig and the original context of the Penbryn 
spoons. As part of the current study by the Royal Commission, a geophysical survey was 
commissioned from SUMO Services. This was carried out in December 2019 and it revealed 
an unexpected level of complexity to the eastern gateway arrangements.

Robert Knight and Katie Taplin, of SUMO Services, using a Bartington Cart System to carry out a geophysical survey at 
Castell Nadolig. The hillfort’s outer rampart is indicated by the line of the hedge in the background.

Our fieldwork and reseach

The survey also revealed a series of plough-
levelled ring ditches, or barrows, within and 
outside the eastern entrance, providing the 
first firm evidence of multiple burials within 
and close to the hillfort and the possible 
context for the antiquarian spoon finds. 
Research into the hillfort will continue once 
conditions permit.

A 3D ‘digital terrain model’, coloured for height, showing 
part of Castell Nadolig hillfort, Ceredigion. This model was 

generated from a drone as part of a new study of this 
important monument. The technique is used to search for 

low-lying prehistoric earthworks within and around the fort.
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Partnerships
and grants                                         3

 Contributing to a globally responsive Wales, of cohesive communities,  
 vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language 

World Heritage nomination for ‘The 
Slate Landscape of North-west Wales’
The UK Government formally submitted the dossier in support of the nomination for 
World Heritage status of the Slate Landscape of North-west Wales to UNESCO, the body 
responsible for World Heritage status, on 24 January 2020. This was a major milestone 
for the partnership behind the nomination and represents the culmination of many 
years of work on the part of the Royal Commission – especially Louise Barker, Senior 
Investigator (Archaeology) and slate industry expert Dr David Gwyn, who together 
have been largely responsible for compiling the dossier. Following inspection visits by 
UNESCO officials, the final decision on World Heritage status will be announced at the 
World Heritage committee’s meeting in July 2021.

The nomination is being led by Gwynedd Council in partnership with the Royal Commission, Cadw, Snowdonia National 
Park, Bangor University, the National Trust and the National Slate Museum. The Royal Commission is represented by 
Louise Barker, Senior Investigator (Archaeology), who is second from the right.
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Partnerships and grants

The nomination includes six areas of Gwynedd. It covers quarries and mines, the homes and 
settlements of the quarrymen and their families, the road and railway systems connecting 
the quarries with the national railway network and the quays and harbours where slate was 
transferred to boats and ships for transport around the world. The areas are:
• The Penrhyn Slate Quarry, Bethesda and the Ogwen Valley to Port Penrhyn;
• The Dinorwig Slate Quarry Mountain Landscape, Llanberis;
• The Nantlle Valley Slate Quarry Landscape;
• The Gorseddau and Prince of Wales Slate Quarries, Railways and Mill, Cwmystradllyn and 

Cwm Pennant;
• Ffestiniog: its Slate Mines and Quarries, the ‘City of Slates’ and the Railway to 

Portmadog; and
• Bryneglwys Slate Quarry, Abergynolwyn Village and the Talyllyn Railway.

Pictured at the official announcement of the UK Government’s nomination of the Slate Landscapes of Northwest Wales 
for World Heritage status are slate industry expert David Gwyn, Helen Whateley MP (then Minister for Arts, Heritage and 
Tourism), Gwynedd Counsillor Gareth Thomas (Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Community) and David 
Davies MP (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Wales).
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Partnerships and grants

The CHERISH climate change project

Dan Hunt, CHERISH Investigator, and Toby Driver, Senior Investigator (Aerial Survey), visited primary schools in 
Pembrokeshire and Gwynedd to talk about drone surveys and coastal monitoring.

 Leading the way in understanding the impacts of climate change 

Through its CHERISH project (Climate, Heritage and Environments of Reefs, Islands and 
Headland), the Royal Commission contributes to raising awareness and understanding 
of climate change and its impacts on the coastal and maritime heritage of Wales. 

2019–20 saw the CHERISH project (www.cherishproject.eu/en) receive an additional €1 
million to add to the existing €4.1 million EU funding to extend the project to six years 
(from five) to allow the four partners from Wales and Ireland to study the impacts of 
climate change on the coastal heritage and communities of the Irish Sea. 

The third year of the project saw a particularly busy period for the team continuing a 
programme of archaeological survey at sites in Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire and Gwynedd, 
a series of excavations and island fieldwork, and a number of lectures, conference talks, 
joint-nation training and school visits in Ireland and Wales. 

http://www.cherishproject.eu/en/
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Toby Driver gained his UAV pilot’s licence in June 2019, joining Dan Hunt as a qualified 
drone pilot and allowing two drones to be deployed simultaneously in coastal monitoring. 
Aerial survey, both from aeroplanes and with the drone, enables the production of 3D 
models that can be viewed online via the Royal Commission’s Sketchfab website (sketchfab.
com/CBHC_RCAHMW).

Assisted by Historic England aerial investigator Damian Grady, the Commission helped to organise a two-day parallel 
drone and aerial photography flying school based near Weston Airport, Dublin. Thirteen students were able to 
experience aerial photography over the Hill of Tara and Newgrange.

Partnerships and grants

June also saw one of the most ambitious pieces of work to date: cliff-face excavations at the 
threatened coastal fort at Dinas Dinlle in Gwynedd. A two-phase approach saw the team 
use ropes to descend the cliff face to undertake investigations on the exposed archaeology, 
working in tandem with geomorphologists and geographers from Aberystwyth University. 
These small-scale excavations prepared the ground cliff-face excavations at Dinas Dinlle 
prepared the ground for the first-ever community excavation within the hillfort run by 
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) on behalf of CHERISH. Some 50 volunteers from the local 
community worked alongside staff from GAT and CHERISH to explore features that had been 
identified by earlier geophysical surveys.

http://sketchfab.com/CBHC_RCAHMW
http://sketchfab.com/CBHC_RCAHMW
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Partnerships and grants

Staff from the Royal Commission, Gwynedd Archaeological Trust, the National Trust (owners of the Dinas Dinlle hillfort) 
and volunteers prepare to excavate some of the features identified by geophysical survey within the hillfort interior.

On the right: Louise Barker, Senior Investigator (Archaeology), descending the cliff face at Dinas Dinlle.

Partnerships and grants

The excavation lasted for three weeks during which time the stone foundation wall of a 
roundhouse was discovered, thought to be one of the biggest of its kind ever found in Wales. 
The discovery was featured on BBC Wales Today and S4C Heno and garnered media interest 
from as far away as the United States. The activity culminated in a public open day which saw 
over 400 people taken on guided tours of the site.
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The Forgotten U-Boat War project
The National Heritage Lottery Fund backed project ‘Commemorating the Forgotten 
U-boat War around the Welsh Coast 1914–18’, was a collaboration between the Royal 
Commission, Bangor University and the Nautical Archaeology Society. A network 
of maritime museums and community groups across Wales further supported the 
partnership. The project used the latest imaging techniques to reveal underwater 
wrecks from the Great War and supported coastal communities around Wales to tell 
their previously untold stories about the Great War at sea. Participants learned about 
heritage and created artistic responses, while building skills and confidence.

“Now I know a lot more about how seamen lived, what 
happened to them, their families and communities and 
the devastation of U-boat attacks. In particular I have 
learnt about the untold story of Black seamen during my 
involvement in the project.”

In June 2019 the Nautical Archaeology Society organised a successful dive school for the project, which featured on 
national television and radio. Over 10 days 100 divers surveyed the 100-year-old wreck of the SS Leysian at Abercastle.

Partnerships and grants
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Participants from the accessibility session which Richard Jones (Accessible Wales: accessible.wales/) led at the Legacy 
Workshop in September 2019, including the project’s Community Engagement Officer, Helen Rowe (fourth from the 
left, middle row) and Project Manager Ellie Waters (middle, front row). Over two days, project partners worked with 
participants to create artworks, tell their community stories, and carry out research into First World War wrecks.

The final year of the project, which ended in January 2020, was marked by a busy 
programme of events, including exhibitions at Tenby Museum, Colwyn Bay and the Pierhead 
Building in Cardiff, as well as engagement activities, such as a dive school and Legacy 
Workshop. The project website uboatproject.wales now includes the partners’ community 
stories and a Community Toolkit, with suggestions and resources to help individuals and 
local communities undertake their own research into the impacts of the U-boat war.

Partnerships and grants

http://accessible.wales/
https://uboatproject.wales/
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Our 
archive                                     4

The National Monuments Record of Wales (NMRW) is a permanent national archive 
for the historic environment of Wales, maintained for the use of current and future 
generations and enhanced by the constant updating and enhancement of the record 
that results from our own fieldwork and the deposit of material about the historic 
environment created by other organisations in Wales and beyond.

1,600,000 
negatives

2,000,000 
photographs

8.6 TB 
of digital data 

50,000 
drawings

32,000 
reports relating to  

buildings and monuments

45,000 
maps of 

various scales
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Our archive

3,400 photographs 
have been added to the 
RCAHMW Colour Oblique 
Digital Aerial Photographs 
Collection.

New acquisitions
• We have accessioned and catalogued a significant number of archaeological project 

archives this year. Contributors have included Archaeology Wales, Bristol and Region 
Archaeological Services, Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust, Headland Archaeology, 
Engineering Archaeological Services, Foundations Archaeology, Heritage Recording 
Services Wales, Cotswold Archaeology, Wessex Archaeology and Gwynedd Archaeological 
Trust.

• We received an extensive collection of 35mm negatives and associated log sheets relating 
to Cadw Scheduled Ancient Monuments.

• A number of photographic surveys have been donated through the planning process, 
often as a condition of planning consent.

• The Conservation Department of Flintshire County Council has deposited photographs, 
slides and measured drawings relating to historic buildings and townscapes in the county.

750  
digital colour photographs 
taken by Paul R. Davis have 
been catalogued

Paul is one of our most long-
standing contributors, having 
donated his photography for the 
best part of 30 years. Consulting 
Coflein before he sets out on his 
walks, in the reporting period 
he photographed deserted 
farmsteads in the Brecon Beacons, 
rural settlements in Ceredigion, 
metal mines in mid-Wales, the 
town walls and castle at Tenby, 
and various churches throughout 
Wales.

This year:

22,000  
catalogue records created

13,500  
catalogue entries for digital 
records
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Castell Coch, Tongwynlais, photographed in snow by Toby Driver on 24 January 2013 (NPRN 93112). This is one of 3,400 
additional images now available via Coflein from the RCAHMW Colour Oblique Digital Aerial Photographs Collection.

Our archive

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/93112/
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Our archive

Ynys Seiriol (Puffin Island) at low tide on 
24 February 2017. The CHERISH project 
commissioned this highly detailed scan of 
the island (looking from the north-west), 
created from airborne laser scanning or 
LiDAR, from Bluesky International Ltd. The 
woodland cover of the island has been 
digitally removed, revealing the earthworks 
of the monastic enclosure and ridge-and-
furrow cultivation which are normally entirely 
obscured by vegetation. Amber Andrews 
created and archived the 3D LiDAR views 
during a student training placement at the 
Royal Commission.

• Alan Aberg donated a research collection relating to sunken forests in the Wisemans 
Bridge area compiled by the late H. Collin Bowen.

• An archive relating to archaeological work at Glyn Neath Gunpowder Works carried out by 
Elizabeth Tough in the 1980s has been donated.

• After digitisation of the Arthur Chater Collection, we catalogued around a third of the 
collection, just over 2,200 digital images, and made these available on Coflein. This 
collection features photographs of buildings and sites in Ceredigion and beyond, taken in 
the 1960s.

• The CHERISH project continues to produce and deposit photographic, geophysical and 
LiDAR survey data.

The dismantling of the railway at Tanybwlch, near Aberystwyth, photographed by Arthur O. Chater in June 1966. The 
route of the railway survives in the form of a cycle path.
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Public 
services                                         5

 The Commission is a key resource for organisations and individuals  
 interested in the many and varied aspects of the heritage of Wales. 

“Very helpful staff who went 
above and beyond to retrieve 
what I requested.”

A great diversity of users value our enquiry 
services, search room and library. These range 
from academics, students and local and family 
history groups to solicitors looking for evidence 
of historic property boundaries, local authorities 
naming new streets and housing estates, and TV 
production companies looking for archival images.

Media & Publishing

Library/Museum

Learned Society/Charities

Government

General Public

Family History/House History/Local History

Education/FE/HE

Commercial

Archaeological & Architectural Contractors

126

19

99

206

192

42

31
21

103

839

Research enquiry categories

Our search room staff responded to 2,791 enquiries this year (839 research/1,952 non-case). 
99.8 per cent of enquiries were answered within 15 working days and there was a 19 per 
cent rise in enquiries made through the medium of the Welsh language. 100 per cent of the 
visitors to our Library and Search Room who completed a feedback form marked our service as 
being ‘Excellent’ or ‘Good’ and 98 per cent of respondents who took part in an independent 
survey of Distance Enquiry Services carried out by the Chartered Institute of Public Finance 
and Accountancy (CIPFA) rated our distance enquiry service as ‘Very good’ or ‘Good’.
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Our material
We continue to publish the monthly National Monuments Record of Wales Bulletin of Newly 
Catalogued Material which lists all new archive and library material and highlights articles of 
Welsh interest from numerous specialist journals. 

Images from the NMRW have been used to illustrate a wide range of publications, including: 
• Dwelling on the Future, by Pierre d’Avoine Architects;
• Bronze Age Worlds: a social prehistory of Britain and Ireland, by Robert Johnston.
• Remains of Conflict: the First World War and Wales, by Dyfed Archaeological Trust.
• Artistic and Cultural Transmission across the Irish Sea: the ‘Marigold’ stones of Wexford 

and their Welsh connections, by Kate Corbett;
• Rewriting History: changing perceptions of the archaeological past, by Dennis Harding.

Public services

Our images have been used in a variety of television programmes, including ‘How the Victorians Built Britain’, presented 
by Michael Buerk, and Episode 3, Series 2 of BBC Wales’s ‘Hidden Wales with Will Millard’ (above), which featured 
former coal-industry buildings illustrated using archive photographs from the NMRW © Frank Films/Lazerbeam.
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Rhodri Lewis, a member of the Royal Commission’s Library and Enquiries Team, was filmed in our search room speaking 
about our collections for the ‘Waliau’n Siarad’ (‘Walls Talk’) architectural history programme on S4C. © Unigryw.

Public services
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Pupils from Bangor and Holyhead enjoying hands-on workshop sessions at Bangor University’s Marine Centre Wales. 
They got to use the latest technology to explore First World War wrecks and tour the university’s survey ship Prince 
Madog.

Lifelong  
learning  6

 Promoting the study of Welsh heritage and supporting schools, colleges  
 and universities in their teaching of heritage-related topics is an important  
 element of the Commission’s public engagement work. 

During 2019–20, the Commission’s main educational outputs were produced as part of 
the U-boat project (see page 20) and published on Hwb, the Welsh Government’s digital 
learning platform. These bilingual educational resources are aimed primarily at Key Stage 3 
learners and provide opportunities for developing skills in the Sciences and Humanities while 
supporting the Literacy and Numeracy Framework. Since publication, people have viewed 
this series of 25 activities over 2,500 times. In addition, we sent 247 schools in Wales a copy 
of the project’s free bilingual publication: Wales and the U-boat War: sinkings, survival and 
a dog named Lotte (shop.rcahmw.gov.uk/products/wales-and-the-u-boat-war-sinking-
survival-and-a-dog-named-lotte).

https://shop.rcahmw.gov.uk/products/wales-and-the-u-boat-war-sinking-survival-and-a-dog-named-lotte
https://shop.rcahmw.gov.uk/products/wales-and-the-u-boat-war-sinking-survival-and-a-dog-named-lotte
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Welsh Heritage Schools Initiative
The Royal Commission supports the work of the Welsh Heritage Schools Initiative (WHSI). 
This includes donating prizes for the WHSI’s annual competition for heritage projects in 
schools in Wales. We are also a member of EUSTORY (funded by the Korber Foundation), a 
network of organisations that runs research-based history competitions for young people 
in Europe. The Commission’s Public Engagement Manager, Angharad Williams, is Wales’s 
EUSTORY representative and, following in the steps of our former Commissioner, Professor 
Christopher Williams, she will become the new WHSI Chair in July 2020. 

We welcomed 18 group visits during the year. These included delegates from the Carto Cymru and Digital Past 
conferences, students of architecture, geography, marketing, archive and librarianship and volunteers from Cardigan 
Castle and the Keri Local History Group. Plas Crug School, Aberystwyth also brought 55 Year-3 pupils to learn about 
castles. 

Lifelong learning
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University students
Students from the Information and Library Studies MA course at Aberystwyth University 
joined our other volunteers to gain hands-on library experience undertaking cataloguing and 
data cleansing work and carrying out condition assessments on our rare and antiquarian 
books. We also provided opportunities for students on the Business Management BA course 
at the University of Wales Trinity St David to use the Royal Commission as a case study for 
the marketing module of their course, which led to our hosting of an intern from the same 
course who chose to write a dissertation on our branding.

During 2019–20, we provided:

Between June and September 2019, the Commission hosted its second trainee under the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund’s Skills for the Future programme, which is providing 33 work experience places for young people who were not 
previously in education, employment or training. Tomos James assisted with the Unloved Heritage: Ceredigion Off-limits? 
project and completed his last three learning modules through the Cardiff and Vale College. As a result, he successfully 
completed an NVQ Level 2 Certificate in Cultural Heritage (awarding body BIIAB) and graduated in November 2019.

Lifelong learning

100 
hours of Further and Higher 

Education training

2,882 
hours of volunteering 

opportunities

888 
hours of work 

experience
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The 2020 Digital Past conference 
After a year’s break, our Digital Past conference returned in February 2020. The two-
day event was held in the Aberystwyth Arts Centre where 164 delegates learned about 
innovative developments in digital technology within the heritage sector, including laser 
scanning, LiDAR, geophysics, visualisation and animation, museum technologies and web 
resources.

Keynote presentations covered a range of topical subjects. Dr Sarah Colley (SMC Research 
and Consultancy) highlighted the ethical issues raised by digital reconstructions. Josie Fraser 
(The National Lottery Heritage Fund) focused on the need for digital skills, confidence and 
leadership in the heritage sector. Gaël Hamon (Art Graphique et Patrimoine) spoke about 
the importance of 3D survey for preserving historical monuments. Dr Marinos Ioannides 
(Cyprus University of Technology / UNESCO) emphasised the need to enrich those 3D 
reconstructions with information about their historical and societal value. Mario Wallner 
(Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Archaeological Prospection and Virtual Archaeology) 
presented the latest, non-invasive technological developments in large-scale landscape 
archaeology. Harry Verwayen (Europeana Foundation) made the case for the cultural 
sector’s key role in driving digital transformation.

George Dey, from aerial survey company Bluesky International, showcasing the range of survey, geographic and CAD 
data they can provide.

Lifelong learning
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The Royal Commission presented its Digital Delivery project, launched the U-boat project 
website, and offered a tour of its archives in conjunction with the National Library of Wales. 
It also ran three workshops on GIS, drones and on the ‘Memory Archive’ of resources for 
use in memory-stimulating exercises for people living with dementia (the latter two in 
collaboration with the CHERISH project and People’s Collection Wales, respectively). 

You can find a full list of speakers and their abstracts at rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/digital-
past-conference/digital-past-2020/speakers-and-abstracts-2020. 

You can read more about our work with digital technologies (and find our animations, laser 
scanning fly-throughs and 3D models) at rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/our-work/sharing-our-
digital-past.

Daniel Hunt, CHERISH Investigator, and Toby Driver, Senior Investigator (Aerial Survey) leading an introductory 
workshop to the basics of safe drone flying and post-flight processing for use in archaeological survey work.

Lifelong learning

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/digital-past-conference/digital-past-2020/speakers-and-abstracts-2020/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/digital-past-conference/digital-past-2020/speakers-and-abstracts-2020/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/our-work/sharing-our-digital-past/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/our-work/sharing-our-digital-past/
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Outreach and  
community engagement  7

 Our public engagement activities are designed to enrich the lives of  
 individuals and  communities through engagement in cultural and heritage  
 activities. 

In this way we contribute to the Welsh Government’s Programme to help everyone achieve 
their potential, reduce inequality, and improve economic and social well-being in such key 
areas as skills training and empowering people to make best use of digital technologies.

In 2019–20:

We hosted a total of 

407,524
participants in community  
and outreach programmes

of which

402,000
viewed exhibitions

and

5,524
participated
in our events

while

3,500
people attended

50
talks
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Outreach and community engagement 

Our staff are in constant demand as public speakers and they work hard to share the results 
of their work through talks to a broad range of groups and institutions including members of 
the Penmaenmawr Historical Society (‘Collecting Welsh Place Names’), Pembroke Dock Library 
(‘John Nash, Architect: Welshman and genius’), and members of Newport Gardening Club 
(‘A View from Above: 100 years of aerial photography’). In December, our hugely popular 
Christmas Lecture, on the work of the CHERISH project, was delivered twice: in the National 
Library of Wales and, a few weeks later, in Pontio, Bangor’s Arts and Innovation Centre. 
This talk, like many others, was recorded and made available, both live and for posterity, 
through Periscope and the Royal Commission’s YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/user/
RCAHMWales).

2019: Year of Discovery 
Our stand at the 2019 Royal Welsh Show (visited by 775 people) took ‘discovering your 
heritage’ as its theme to support the Visit Wales Year of Discovery theme. We showcased 
examples of the Commission’s vast resources, including Coflein and the results of two of our 
projects, CHERISH and the 1914–18 U-boat project. 

Richard Suggett, Senior Investigator (Historic Buildings), gave a talk about Hay Castle at the Hay Festival exemplifying 
the Commission’s research work and illustrating the ways in which we support local community groups (in this case the 
Hay Castle Trust) to discover their heritage.

http://www.youtube.com/user/RCAHMWales
http://www.youtube.com/user/RCAHMWales
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National Eisteddfodd: Y Lle Hanes 
The Commission also joined forces with Amgueddfa Cymru–National Museum Wales, Cadw 
and the People’s Collection Wales to organise Y Lle Hanes (‘The History Stand’) at the 2019 
National Eisteddfod, held in Llanrwst.

Launched by Dafydd Elis-Thomas, the Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism, Y 
Lle Hanes took the Year of the Discovery as its theme and displayed objects and archive 
photographs from the partners’ collections. It also hosted talks, activities and events 
celebrating the heritage of the Llanrwst area, and gave local partners, such as the Gwrych 
Castle Preservation Trust, the chance to highlight their work. 

The stand attracted 11,444 visitors, including those who attended our workshops on aerial 
photography, the U-boat War project, and a talk given by our Historic Place Names Officer in 
Pabell y Cymdeithasau, the local societies’ lecture pavilion.

From left to right: Sioned Hughes (Amgueddfa Cymru–National Museum Wales), Professor Nancy Edwards (Chair of 
the Royal Commission), Christopher Catling (Secretary of the Royal Commission), Glyn Roberts (Cadw), Jessica Roberts 
(People’s Collection Wales) and Dafydd Elis-Thomas (Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism).

Outreach and community engagement 
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Exhibitions 
Working with partners and projects, the Royal 
Commission coordinated 32 exhibitions 
during the year which were viewed by over 
402,000 people. Particularly successful was 
the joint exhibition, Wales and the Sea, with 
the National Library of Wales, Amgueddfa 
Cymru–National Museum Wales and Cadw, 
as well as the U-boat project’s travelling 
exhibitions, mounted with the help of library, 
museum and community partners around 
the Welsh coast.

Children’s activities were as popular as ever at Y Lle Hanes in Llanrwst in 2019.

Vaughan Gething, Minister for Health and Social 
Services in the Welsh Government, opened our final 

U-boat exhibition in December 2019, which was 
mounted at the Pierhead building, in Cardiff Bay, and 

visited by Senedd members. It told the story of the 
multi-cultural nature of the many naval and merchant 

crews who played a vital role in keeping Britain in food, 
fuel and raw materials during the First World War.

Outreach and community engagement 
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The Ceredigion Off-limits? youth project
The Royal Commission’s ‘Ceredigion Off-limits?’ 
project is part of Unloved Heritage?, a Wales-wide 
youth heritage project led by Cadw and funded by the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund. Since 2017 a group 
of enthusiastic and dedicated young historians have 
met weekly to undertake research, learn new skills 
and record local heritage. The group call themselves 
Ceredigion Heritage Youth Panel, fondly known as 
‘the CHYPs’ for short, and you can read about their 
experiences on their travel blog, ceredigionofflimits.
home.blog. 

‘Home, Hearth, Life and Death’ was the theme of the 
second year of the project. Llannon Cottage provided 
the inspiration for a series of activities run by the 
CHYPs for members of the Youth Justice Prevention 
Team. The young people explored the cottage and 
learnt photography skills, while friends and family were invited to a pop-up exhibition of 
their artwork in the garden.

“Llannon Cottage was a good experience, showing history to a younger audience. 
[…] I remember seeing one of the kid’s photos up, and he said, ‘I never get to see 
my work on display’. Teaching kids who were really enjoying themselves was great. 
I’d like to think that we made a valuable impact on their lives’.”

The tragic death of much-loved project co-ordinator Anna Evans in the summer of 2019 was 
a shock for everyone involved in the Ceredigion Off-limits project, but Anna’s colleagues at 
the Royal Commission supported the CHYPs and each other through their loss and the young 
people were determined to continue in Anna’s memory. In January 2020 two members of 
the CHYPs formed part of the interview panel to find Anna’s successor and we were fortunate 
to be able to appoint artist and teacher Kim James-Williams as Youth Project-Co-ordinator to 
continue Anna’s work. 

Under Kim’s guidance, the CHYPs have continued their project to record the life and contents 
of the Llawrcwmbach farmhouse, located close to former lead mines at Bont Goch in the 
Cambrian Mountains. They carefully cleaned, recorded and photographed artefacts from the 
house, with the support of Ceredigion Museum. Two CHYPs members furthermore attended 
filming workshops with the company ‘Storyworks’ on a very wet weekend in Llandeusant, and 
four other CHYPs joined the Unloved Heritage? trip to Ireland where they visited heritage sites 
such as the Giant’s Causeway and met members of parallel Irish youth heritage groups.

Outreach and community engagement 

http://ceredigionofflimits.home.blog/
http://ceredigionofflimits.home.blog/
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The third and final year of Ceredigion’s Unloved Heritage? project has the theme ‘Splendour, 
Showbiz and Song’. Cinemas became the first research topic, and the group was fascinated to 
discover how many cinemas had existed in Aberystwyth over the years, how they reflected the 
events in history at the time and what became of them. Their aim is to create a heritage trail 
in Aberystwyth highlighting the changes to ‘leisure time’ over the centuries.

Just as their plans were unfolding, lockdown took us all by surprise in March 2020. The 
CHYPs have continued to meet weekly and have adapted their research methods and aims 
accordingly. Their blog Uncertain Heritage (ceredigionofflimits.home.blog/treftadaeth-
ansicr-uncertain-heritage) began with lockdown and records their responses and experiences 
to this unique period of living history.

July 2019 saw the CHYPs showcasing their project at the Senedd in Cardiff where they were proud to represent young 
people in talking to Welsh politicians and policy makers. It was a unique way to experience the Welsh Government 
buildings and gain an insight into political life. 

Outreach and community engagement 

http://ceredigionofflimits.home.blog/treftadaeth-ansicr-uncertain-heritage/
http://ceredigionofflimits.home.blog/treftadaeth-ansicr-uncertain-heritage/
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Historic environment policy                                         8
 Supporting a globally responsive and sustainable Wales 

Staff at the Royal Commission play an influential role in historic environment policy in 
Wales and beyond through our statutory role within the planning system. We do this 
through setting information standards and by our leadership of several horizon-scanning 
work groups.

Climate change
The Commission has played a leading role on the work of the climate change subgroup of 
the Historic Environment Group (HEG). Working with Natural Resources Wales, the National 
Trust, Cadw and Gwynedd Archaeological Trust, we published the Historic Environment 
and Climate Change in Wales Sector Adaptation Plan in February 2020 (cadw.gov.wales/
advice-support/climate-change/adapting-to-climate-change). The plan raises awareness 
of the risks and opportunities climate change presents for the historic environment of Wales. 
It also sets out headline actions aimed at increasing the historic environment sector’s 
knowledge, capacity and resilience to the impacts of climate change. The sub-group’s work 
continues, with the preparation of more detailed mitigation plans and the monitoring of 
their implementation.

Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism, Lord Elis-Thomas at the launch of the Historic Environment and Climate 
Change in Wales Sector Adaptation Plan. 

https://cadw.gov.wales/advice-support/climate-change/adapting-to-climate-change
https://cadw.gov.wales/advice-support/climate-change/adapting-to-climate-change


41

 Contributing to Welsh Government’s responsibilities under the  
 Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

We are responsible for monitoring the delivery of Welsh Ministers’ statutory responsibilities 
under the Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 of battlefields, place names and 
maritime registers. This also includes ensuring that the four Welsh Archaeological Trusts 
meet information and service delivery standards in their maintenance of Wales’s historic 
environment records and the planning advice based on those records.

The Historic Place Names of Wales
We continue to expand the List of Historic Place Names of Wales (rcahmw.gov.uk/discover/
list-of-historic-place-names). This year we added 2,198 names to the list and are in the 
process of preparing a further 15,000 names for bulk ingest. Our Place Names Officer, Dr 
James January-McCann, gave a range of talks on place names in various locations around 
Wales, from Penmaenmawr to Monmouth. The List continues to gain users, including local 
authorities seeking historic names for newly created streets, housing estates and public 
buildings.

We have more than thirty recorded names for Monmouth, in Welsh, English and Latin, from as early as 1075.

Historic environment policy

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/discover/list-of-historic-place-names/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/discover/list-of-historic-place-names/
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Historic places of worship
Places of worship in Wales are closing at an accelerating rate. Our primary aim is to record 
these buildings and their contents for posterity before they are stripped of their furnishings, 
stained glass, memorials and archives and converted to other uses, but an archival record 
is no substitute for a real building, and we also contribute to various initiatives designed to 
keep places of worship in continued religious and community use.

Christopher Catling, the Royal Commission’s Secretary (CEO), is Chair of the Welsh Historic 
Places of Worship Forum, which was formed in 2015 to deliver the Action Plan for Places 
of Worship in Wales. This body brings together property managers from various faiths 
and denominations, grant-giving bodies and heritage agencies to share best practice and 
showcase the ways in which places of worship can be used for community enterprises. 

The Royal Commission is also involved in training people in the community who care about 
their local church or chapel to make successful applications for repair and maintenance 
grants, how to use the building as the basis for community enterprises and how to open the 
building to the public, make visitors welcome, interpret the building and raise income from 
visitors. 

Faith tourism globally is worth £14 billion and the potential for growth in Wales is huge. 
The Commission works closely with Visit Wales and the National Churches Trust (NCT) on a 
variety of initiatives designed to attract visitors, including our ‘virtual museum’ called Digital 
Dissent: The Story of Welsh Chapels (rcahmw.gov.uk/discover/chapels). Funded by Visit 
Wales as part of the Digital Tourism Framework Programme, the project builds on the long-
running work of the Commission in highlighting the importance of chapels as a distinctive 
and iconic building type in Wales that contributes significantly to both our urban and rural 
landscapes. The Commission’s Chapels Database – a total of 6,430 sites – is also available 
online through the website of our partners, Addoldai Cymru (the Welsh Religious Buildings 
Trust), welshchapels.wales, along with Gigapixel photographic tours and laser scanned fly-
throughs carried out by the Commission that allow the buildings in the care of the Trust to 
be explored remotely by people all over the world.

Historic environment policy

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/discover/chapels/
https://welshchapels.wales/
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Health 
and well-being                                         9

 Contributing to a healthier Wales 

The Royal Commission offers activities and experiences that have a positive impact 
on the physical and mental health and well-being of our communities, working in 
partnership with appropriate organisations.

Memory Archive
We continue to promote our Memory Archive as a source of material to stimulate 
reminiscence for people living with dementia through a dedicated webpage (rcahmw.gov.
uk/about-us/corporate-information/equality-and-diversity/memory-archive) featuring 
some of our special collections and detailing how to search our records or find historic 
postcards.

In partnership with People’s Collection Wales (PCW), we continue to lead on the curated 
Memory Archive gallery (www.peoplescollection.wales/users/29941) on the PCW website. 
Collections are divided by decade into relevant themes based on feedback received from 
healthcare professionals about the type of subject that works best in memory stimulation 
and reminiscence work. We added various new collections this year, including a number of 
360-degree videos made specifically for use in the health and wellbeing sector by Atgofion 
Melys (‘Sweet Memories’). 

The Memory Archive was featured at the National Eisteddfod in a session on film and 
memory therapy organised by the National Library of Wales and promoted at the Digital 
Past 2020 conference.

Gruffydd E. Jones, National Library of Wales, and Reina van der Wiel, Governance and Risk Manager at the Royal 
Commission, demonstrating how best to use the PCW Memory Archive at Digital Past 2020.

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/corporate-information/equality-and-diversity/memory-archive
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/about-us/corporate-information/equality-and-diversity/memory-archive
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/users/29941
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Guided walks
Another way we aim to have a positive impact on the physical and mental health and well-
being of our communities is through our guided walks. These are walks in areas of Wales rich in 
archaeology or built heritage, encouraging people with an interest in the historic environment 
to increase their physical activity.

This year, staff from the Commission contributed to the popular bi-annual R. S. Thomas 
Literary Festival in June 2019 by leading a guided walk to explore the buildings and landscapes 
familiar to Thomas while he was serving as vicar of Eglwysfach, Ceredigion, from 1954 to 1967.

Richard Suggett, our Senior Investigator (Historic Buildings), in the high-vis vest, leading the R. S. Thomas walk; he also 
delivered a lecture about the houses of Iago Prytherch (the ‘ordinary Welsh hill farmer’) who features in Thomas’s early 
poetry.

Health and well-being
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Over 120 people attended the event, including many of the book’s 52 contributors, staff 
from partnership organisations and members of the public. The book examines multiple 
aspects of Wales’s connection with the sea, from its earliest history to the present day – 
from archaeology to paintings and poetry, from naval history to seaside holidays, from 
social considerations to economic and political history. With the subtitle ‘10,000 years of 
maritime history’, the book aims to raise the profile of Wales’s long maritime heritage in the 
public consciousness and celebrate the unsung work of those who safeguard the legacy of 
maritime history for the nation. In November 2019 the Books Council of Wales selected it as 
the Book of the Month for Welsh Museums and it reached number six in the best-seller list 
for Wales the following month.

Alan Aberg and Mark Redknap (on the left) and Sian Rees (right), the academic editors of the Wales and the Sea 
monograph; along with Christopher Catling (Secretary of the Royal Commission), who managed the book’s publication 
and raised the funds; Dr David Jenkins, Honorary Research Fellow at Amgueddfa Cymru–National Museum Wales and a 
contributor to the volume; and Dafydd Elis-Thomas (Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism).

Staff 
publications                                         10

 The Commission adds to the quality of people’s lives in Wales through  
 learning and  research, aiming to enrich people’s perception of Wales at  
 home and abroad. 

Wales and the Sea
24 October 2019 saw the launch of the Royal Commission’s joint publication, Wales and the 
Sea: 10,000 years of Welsh maritime history, at the National Waterfront Museum Swansea 
by the Deputy Minister for Culture, Tourism and Sport, Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas.
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The dramatic cover of the Commission’s volume on Wales 
and the Sea shows waves breaking over the harbour wall at 
Porthcawl with the lighthouse, built in 1860, at the end of 
the breakwater.

Jenkins, G.H., Suggett, R. and White, E.M., eds, 
Cardiganshire County History, Volume 2: Medieval and 
Early Modern Cardiganshire, University of Wales Press, 
2019).

Cardiganshire County History 
October 2019 also saw the publication of 
The Cardiganshire County History, Volume 2: 
Medieval and Early Modern Cardiganshire, 
by the University of Wales Press on behalf 
of Cymdeithas Hanes Ceredigion Historical 
Society in association with the Royal 
Commission. This substantial and well-
illustrated volume involved the collaboration 
of many past and present members of staff. 
Edited by Geraint H. Jenkins, Eryn M. White, 
and the Commission’s Richard Suggett, 
contributors include two former Commission 
Chairs, Professor J. Beverly Smith and 
Professor Ralph A. Griffiths. It completes the 
three-volume county history series, begun 
in 1998 with Volume 3: Modern Times and 
continued with Volume 1: From the Earliest 
Times to the Coming of the Normans in 
2001.

Staff publications
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Academic profile
As a contribution to raising the academic profile of the Commission, we encourage staff 
to contribute to journals, books and conference proceedings, resulting in the following 
works being published during the year.

Catling, C., Current Archaeology magazine: monthly features on a variety of heritage 
themes, including ‘Wales and the Sea’ (CA 358) and ‘Llangorse Crannog’ (CA 364), plus a 
monthly diary column (‘Sherds’) and a monthly profile of a heritage society (‘Odd Socs’).

CHERISH, Newyddion CHERISH News 4, July 2019. 
www.cherishproject.eu/en/resources/publications/newsletter/51-english/resources/
publications/news-letter/232-cherish-news-letter-4

———, Newyddion CHERISH News 5, January 2020. 
www.cherishproject.eu/en/resources/publications/newsletter/51-english/resources/
publications/news-letter/239-cherish-news-letter-5

Driver, T., ‘Chasing the Cropmarks: archaeological discoveries in Ceredigion during the 2018 
drought’, Ceredigion, XVIII: 3, 2019, 1–3.

———, Review of Smith et al., Life and Death in the Countryside of Roman Britain, 
Archaeologia Cambrensis 168, 2019, 281–3.

Singer, R., ‘How Gothic was my U-Boat?: the Welsh press and German submarine warfare’, 
Planet: The Welsh Internationalist 236, 2019, 69–76.

———, ‘Pacifism, peace and modern Welsh writing by Linden Peach’, Planet: The Welsh 
Internationalist 236, 2019, 78–80.

———, ‘Stories of solidarity / Wales: England’s first and final colony’, Planet: The Welsh 
Internationalist 234, 2019, 3.

———, ‘Through Wales in the footsteps of William Gilpin: illustrated travel accounts by early 
French tourists, 1768–1810’, European Romantic Review 30: 2, 2019, 127–47 
(doi.org/10.1080/10509585.2019.1583563).

Suggett, R., ‘Crucks in Wales’, in Cruck Building: a survey, eds N. Alcock, P. Barnwell and M. 
Cherry (Shaun Tyas, 2019), pp. 275-99.

McCarroll, D., Loader, N.J., Miles, D., Suggett, R., et al., ‘Oxygen isotope dendrochronology 
of Llwyn Celyn, one of the oldest houses in Wales’, Dendrochronologia 58, December 2019 
(doi.org/10.1016/j.dendro.2019.125653).

Suggett, R., Review of Nigel Baker et al., The Houses of Hereford 1200–1700 (Oxbow Books, 
2018) in Archaeologia Cambrensis 168, 2019, 290-91.

———, Review of Gabriel Byng, Church Building and Society in the Later Middle Ages 
(Cambridge University Press, 2017) in Vernacular Architecture 50: 1, 2019, 133–4 
(doi.org/10.1080/03055477.2019.1675121).

Staff publications

http://www.cherishproject.eu/en/resources/publications/newsletter/51-english/resources/publications/news-letter/232-cherish-news-letter-4
http://www.cherishproject.eu/en/resources/publications/newsletter/51-english/resources/publications/news-letter/232-cherish-news-letter-4
http://www.cherishproject.eu/en/resources/publications/newsletter/51-english/resources/publications/news-letter/239-cherish-news-letter-5
http://www.cherishproject.eu/en/resources/publications/newsletter/51-english/resources/publications/news-letter/239-cherish-news-letter-5
https://doi.org/10.1080/10509585.2019.1583563
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dendro.2019.125653
https://doi.org/10.1080/03055477.2019.1675121
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Contact 
us                                        11

We welcome enquiries in person at our search room and library in Aberystwyth, by post, 
e-mail or by phone, or through Coflein, our online search facility. 

Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales
Ffordd Penglais 
Aberystwyth SY23 3BU
01970 621 200 
nmr.wales@rcahmw.gov.uk

See our website for further information: www.rcahmw.gov.uk

Join the Friends of the Royal Commission to receive regular updates, give your opinions of 
our services and take part in special events:  

01970 621 248
friends@rcahmw.gov.uk

mailto:nmr.wales%40rcahmw.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.rcahmw.gov.uk
mailto:friends%40rcahmw.gov.uk?subject=

