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The Royal Commission  
in a nutshell

The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales was established 
in 1908 to make a record of the architectural and archaeological heritage of Wales. 
The record serves a variety of purposes. One of the most important is to provide Welsh 
Government, local authorities, planners and developers with the information for policy 
decisions designed to ensure responsible stewardship of the historic environment for present 
and future generations, and to make the case for sensitive and constructive conservation of 
our nation’s significant heritage assets. 

The Commission has a staff of 35 (32 full-time, three part-time), based in Aberystwyth. The 
five members of the survey and investigation team are engaged in survey and research of our 
archaeological and historic built environment, including excavation, aerial reconnaissance and 
maritime survey. As the pages of this annual report demonstrate, our current priorities are to 
measure the impacts of climate change on the coastal and maritime heritage of Wales, to 
record significant 20th-century buildings that face redevelopment pressures, and to support the 
management of the Slate Landscapes of Northwest Wales as a World Heritage Cultural Landscape. 

The records that result from our work form part of the National Monuments Record of Wales 
(NMRW), our archive of photographs, plans, maps, surveys, and other digital and written records. 
We make these records accessible to global audiences through our digital platform, Coflein 
(from the Welsh cof, ‘memory’, and lein, ‘line’), and our enquiry service, encouraging people 
everywhere to explore and enjoy the buildings and archaeology of Wales. The development and 
launch of our new version of Coflein (see page 6) has been a major task for the year, involving 
many staff at the Commission in technical development and testing, led by a core team of three. 

The NMRW is housed in a purpose-built archive store at the National Library of Wales, in 
Aberystwyth, where we also operate a search-room and library to which, in a normal year, we 
would welcome hundreds of personal visitors to consult the millions of records in this important 
national collection. We have nevertheless been able to operate an effective remote enquiry 
service throughout the year, with a growing proportion of enquiries now being received and 
answered in Welsh by the five members of staff who respond to the hundreds of online, 
telephone and written enquiries that we have received this year. 

The NMRW collection continues to grow, thanks to contributions from members of the public and 
from a variety of institutions, including Cadw, the Welsh Archaeological Trusts, local authorities, 
universities, curators, contractors and consultants. We are constantly adding newly digitised 
records to Coflein and enhancing the record in response to user demand. Eight staff work in the 
care and conservation of the collection, in cataloguing, scanning and data enhancement, and on 
technical development and the maintenance of online services. They are also engaged in specific 
short- and long-term projects, such as the compilation of the List of Historic Place Names (page 
8), the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens (page 28), the People’s Collection Wales (page 18), 
Deep Mapping (page 34), and our 20th-century buildings research (page 21).
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Throughout the pandemic year we have made an extra effort to create engaging content as 
part of our outreach work in both Welsh and English. The growing numbers attending our online 
lectures, seeking out our website, blogs and social media posts, and ordering our books have 
demonstrated the increasing interest in the historic environment of Wales (page 36). This in turn 
reflects a broader pattern of people exploring and enjoying local heritage during the lockdown. 
The four members of our outreach team have also been active in creating online content based 
on the Welsh schools’ curriculum to help parents with their home-schooling activities. 

Six further members of staff are involved in support activities – finance, human resources, 
operational management, governance, ICT and fundraising – underpinning the work of the 
entire Commission, and an additional four members of staff are employed to work on specific 
externally funded projects – our CHERISH climate change project (page 10), our Unloved 
Heritage youth project (page 16), and the Lloyd’s Casualty Register (page 35).  

We are largely funded by a grant from Welsh Government (see page 45), in return for which 
we are expected to work in ways that deliver benefits to the public and that contribute to the 
achievement of the Government’s objectives.  

Our work is overseen by a board of nine Commissioners (see page 46), appointed by H M The 
Queen with advice from Welsh Government. We said goodbye this year to Catherine Hardman 
and Tom Lloyd, both of whom have completed eleven years’ service; we are deeply indebted 
to both for their leadership in the fields of archive management and architectural history, 
respectively. Two new Commissioners have since been appointed: Sarah Perons will advise the 
Commission on strategy relating to places of worship in Wales, and Professor Tim Darvill will 
support the Commission’s work in response to the Welsh Government’s policies on culture, 
health, wellbeing and learning. 

The Royal Commission in a nutshell

Our new Commissioners: Sarah Perons and Professor Tim Darvill.
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Widening access to  
Welsh heritage 

We could not have operated as effectively as we did during the Covid lockdown months 
had it not been for the effort over many years that has gone into digitising the contents of 
the National Monuments Record of Wales and making the resulting records available to a 
worldwide audience through our Coflein website. 

Having depended on our sister Royal Commission in Scotland for the technical support for 
Coflein since 2003, we took the decision in 2019 to replace the former system with a much-
improved platform that will serve the information needs of the Commission and its users 
(including Cadw who helped fund the project) for years to come. Taking control of our own 
destiny involved root-and-branch technical development and the migration of the entire dataset 
and associated digital media from the former system to the new one, all of which culminated in 
the launch of the new platform on 25 February 2021. 

This redevelopment provides us with systems that enable more efficient workflows for staff, 
greater direct control over our data, and increased access to our collections for the public. There 
is greater focus on the rich images in our collections, and we have made the processes for 
downloading and purchasing high-resolution copies much easier. It also works well on mobile 
phones and can provide information to users when walking or visiting historic buildings and 
monuments.

2

“I love how the site has improved dramatically 
recently, the map function is an amazing tool 

as it is so detailed. It’s like a Wikipedia hole 
that you fall in and spend hours learning all 

sorts of new things!”.

The resulting solution uses a range of open source and proprietary software tailored to specific 
tasks. Underlying the system is a database of information about sites managed by the ARCHES 
software developed by the Getty Conservation Institute and World Monuments Fund for cultural 
heritage data management. The catalogue of archive data is managed by AtoM (Access to 
Memory) software, developed for the archival community, and we have used iBase as the 
content management solution that allows us to make images and other digital material directly 
available to the public. The software that extracts information from each of these three sources 
and presents it to users in response to enquiries is called CIIM (pronounced ‘sim’, and standing 
for Collections Information Integration Middleware), developed by the Sheffield-based company 
Knowledge Integration for the galleries, museums, archives and libraries sector. 

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/
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Widening access to Welsh heritage 

Our new Coflein digital delivery platform was launched on 25 February 2021. The screenshots show the initial results of a search for  
Pen Dinas hillfort, Aberystwyth.
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Promoting the use of Welsh 

As a bilingual organisation, the Commission continues to promote our Welsh-language 
services. We are proud of the high number of staff committed to improving their Welsh-
language skills (and winning awards for their exam achievements) and using Welsh in the 
workplace. To encourage Welsh learners to develop their skills we host weekly ‘Sgwrs dros 
Baned’ (Chat over Coffee) sessions, where learners can talk with Welsh-speaking colleagues 
in an informal atmosphere. 

Encouraging the use of Welsh place names, the Royal Commission is responsible for 
compiling and promoting the List of Historic Place Names of Wales (rcahmw.gov.uk/
discover/list-of-historic-place-names/) that Welsh Government is required to maintain 
under Section 34 of the Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016. We undertake this work in 
partnership with a range of other organisations including Cadw, the Welsh Archaeological 
Trusts, the Welsh Place-Name Society, the National Library of Wales, and the Centre for 
Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. 

The List provides easy access to a single centralised source of information on historic place 
names (pre-First World War) and is intended to raise awareness of the value of historic 
place names, help members of the public learn about the history of their communities, 
support academic research, and inform decisions on the use of historic place names by 
national and local governments in their management of the historic environment. 

Public and corporate use of the List continues to grow, with lockdown seeing a noticeable 
increase in the number of people accessing the website. We were also very pleased at the 
large number of additional place names being submitted by members of the public based 
on their own knowledge and research. Dr James January-McCann, our Place Names Officer, 
has added a further 23,000 names to the List this year and he continues to give regular 
online talks on place-name history in Welsh and English, as well as publishing various 
articles based on information in the List.

The List of Historic Place Names of Wales 

List entries for place names in the communities of Montgomeryshire, Powys.

http://rcahmw.gov.uk/discover/list-of-historic-place-names/
http://rcahmw.gov.uk/discover/list-of-historic-place-names/
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A screenshot of our online panel discussion hosted by the Eisteddfod AmGen 2020 to debate the question: ‘Beth yw dyfodol addoldai 
Cymru?’ (‘What is the future for Welsh places of worship?’). The debate was chaired by Professor Nancy Edwards (Chair of the Royal 
Commission), with four contributing experts: Elinor Gray-Williams, Dr D. Huw Owen, Dr Cai Parry-Jones and the Rt Rev’d Wyn Evans. The 
discussion can be viewed on the Commission’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIWJjRkYRqA.

Widening access to Welsh heritage 

Our participation in the National Eisteddfod is always a highlight of the summer and that 
was just as true this year even though the physical event had to be replaced by Eisteddfod 
AmGen (Alternative Eisteddfod), a week-long digital celebration of Welsh language, arts, culture 
and heritage. Instead of our physical Y Lle Hanes pavilion, we worked in partnership with 
Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum Wales, Cadw and the People’s Collection Wales 
to provide children’s activities and short videos focussing on our work, as well as organising a 
lively panel discussion about the future for places of worship in Wales. The event offered an 
opportunity for three of our Welsh learners to contribute short pieces to the programme. 

Some of the most popular content on the Lle Hanes Facebook page was the Hanes Ty ^ ar y 
Mynydd/The Story of a House on the Hill exhibition and book taster, the remarkable work of the 
CHYPs’ Unloved Heritage: Ceredigion Off-limits project, which sparked plenty of engagement 
with our audience.

Links to our Eisteddfod AmGen online activities:
https://eisteddfod.wales/amgen/steddfodamgen-week 
https://eisteddfod.cymru/amgen-mawrth-lle-hanes 
https://eisteddfod.cymru/amgen-mercher-lle-hanes

The National Eisteddfod

https://eisteddfod.wales/amgen/steddfodamgen-week
https://eisteddfod.wales/node/61453
https://eisteddfod.wales/node/61471


Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales • Annual Report 2020-2110

Understanding 
climate change 

Climate change has become one of the greatest threats to our built heritage and 
cultural landscapes, with accelerated soil erosion and rising sea levels destroying buried 
archaeological heritage in the Welsh uplands and around the coast. Commission staff 
have played a leading role in developing the Sector Adaptation Plan for the Historic 
Environment in Wales (rcahmw.gov.uk/adapting-to-climate-change/), the sector’s strategy 
for supporting Government plans for tackling climate change. 

The Adaptation Plan recognises the need for gathering information about what is at risk, 
and where and how quickly change is occurring in order to increase our understanding of the 
impacts on the historic environment from climate change. To study the short, medium and long-
term effects of climate change on coastal and maritime cultural landscapes and underwater 
heritage around the Irish Sea Basin, the Royal Commission set up its six-year EU-funded 
CHERISH project in 2017 in partnership with Discovery Programme: Centre for Archaeology and 
Innovation Ireland, Aberystwyth University: Department of Geography and Earth Sciences, and 
the Geological Survey Ireland. 

As the lead partner of the project, the Royal Commission has been monitoring the impact of 
storms, heavy rainfall and coastal erosion at archaeological sites on vulnerable headlands 
and islands around the Welsh coast, and carrying out rescue excavations where landslips have 
revealed fresh archaeological deposits. Despite the limitations on travel this year, we have 
made it a priority to check our monitoring stations located at strategic points around the coast 
to measure the speed of change, and to visit landslips and newly revealed coastal remains to 
record the exposed archaeology.  

In mid-August the CHERISH teams from the Royal Commission and Aberystwyth University were 
able to visit the Castlemartin firing range in Pembrokeshire to carry out fieldwork during the one 
month when this busy military range is not in use, avoiding too the sensitivities of cliff-nesting 
birds and pupping seals. The purpose of the fieldwork was to follow up earlier work carried out in 
2008 and 2018 that had established baselines for measuring subsequent patterns of erosion. On 
this occasion, a drone survey was carried out, resulting in the first ever aerial photogrammetric 
surveys of the four principal coastal promontory forts at Castlemartin – Linney Head, Flimston, 
Crocksydam and Buckspool/The Castle – to provide baseline data for monitoring future change.

3
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CHERISH Project fieldwork 
with partners from 
Aberystwyth University 
on Abersoch beach, 
September 2020.

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/adapting-to-climate-change/
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/407867
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/94226
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/94227
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/305417
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/305429


11

Created for the CHERISH project by Carys Tait, this image graphically illustrates the impacts of climate change on Wales’s coastal heritage.

Understanding climate change

How is Climate Change affecting our Coastal Heritage? 

Warmer global temperatures will lead to:
1. Rising sea levels impacting on all aspects of coastal heritage 
as a result of flooding and storm surges.
2. A rise in sea temperature bringing new marine species and 
pests affecting underwater and intertidal heritage.
 

Hotter, drier summers will lead to:
3. Drying out of cliff faces increasing the risk of destabilisation 
and collapse affecting heritage sites on the coast edge.
4. The discovery of new heritage sites visible as parchmarks and 
cropmarks.

Warmer, wetter winters will lead to:
5. The ground becoming saturated increasing the risk of flooding, 
landslides and erosion at heritage sites.

More frequent extreme weather, such as storms will lead to:
6. Turbulent seas damaging heritage on the seabed and foreshore.
7. Erosion and loss at the coast edge from wave action.
8. Breaches in coastal barriers leading to flooding.
9. The movement of sand reshaping dune systems but also revealing 
hidden heritage.
10. Structural damage to buildings
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A major focus of the Royal Commission’s work during the year was the preparation of 
the dossier of evidence supporting the application to UNESCO of the Slate Landscape 
of Northwest Wales as a potential World Heritage Cultural Landscape, representing an 
outstanding example of human interaction with the natural environment. 

Being recognised by UNESCO’s conservation experts as one of the world’s most significant 
heritage sites involves making a convincing case for the ‘outstanding universal value’ of the 
landscape and demonstrating that the nominated site meets a number of strict criteria relating 
to integrity, authenticity and evidential value. In order to do this, Royal Commission industrial 
archaeologist Louise Barker has worked with slate archaeology expert David Gwyn for five years 
to produce the 472-page dossier of evidence to back the nomination. Royal Commission aerial 
archaeologist Toby Driver contributed numerous aerial photographs to the project which have 
been used widely to promote the successful bid in press coverage around the world. 

The Commission also helped produce the conservation management plan that will protect 
the special values inherent in the nominated landscape in perpetuity, a task undertaken 
by a partnership of heritage institutions led by Gwynedd Council and including the Welsh 
Government, Cadw, Parc Cenedlaethol Eryi – Snowdonia National Park, Amgueddfa Cymru – 
National Museum Wales, the National Trust, Bangor University, and many individual businesses, 
farmers, and landowners.  

January 2020 marked a major milestone for the project with the submission of the nomination 
document to UNESCO. Despite Covid restrictions on travel and assembly, the partnership was 
then able to host a seven-day visit to the nominated property by the UNESCO inspector in late 
September. In advance of the visit the Royal Commission produced six video films showcasing 
each part of the nominated property, and these were used as the basis for the daily briefing 
sessions with the inspector (these films, alongside numerous outstanding aerial and ground 
images, can be seen on the recently launched Llechi Cymru World Heritage website (https://
www.llechi.cymru/home).  

The claim to universal value, inherent in the World Heritage bid, is based on the huge impact 
that Welsh slate had on housing and architecture across the globe in the 100-year period 
prior to the outbreak of the First World War. The industry’s expansion mirrors the growth in 
urbanisation of the mid- to late nineteenth century, as houses were built in great numbers to 
cater for the rapidly growing populations of towns and cities all over the world. Welsh slate, 
being light in weight, enabled houses to be built more economically with fewer trusses, lighter 
timbers (usually of Baltic pine) and shallower roofs. 

The slate landscape includes a very broad range of heritage assets, embracing hillside quarries, 
cavernous underground mines, and massive cascading waste tips; the whole panoply of 
infrastructure needed to extract and work the slate, including engine-houses, wheelhouses and 
mills powered by ingenious water systems; the inclines and aerial ropeways used to carry raw 

Supporting 
slate-industry heritage 4

https://www.llechi.cymru/home
https://www.llechi.cymru/home
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The Slate Landscape of Ffestiniog showing the surface quarries, the 
town of Blaenau Ffestiniog (known as the ‘city of slates’) and the line 
of the Ffestiniog railway leading to Porthmadog Harbour.

Staff from the Royal Commission, Gwynedd Council, and Cadw 
photographed at the Ffestiniog Railway during the ICOMOS evaluation 
of the Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales, September 2020.

and worked slate from remote hills to tramways, and the narrow-gauge railways capable of 
negotiating mountainous terrain as they carried worked slate to the harbours at Port Penrhyn 
and Porthmadog for shipment to all parts of the world.  

Also included are the houses of the slate workers, chapels, institutes, schools and a hospital, as 
well as the National Slate Museum and its collections and the houses of quarry managers and 
wealthy owners, including Penrhyn Castle, the mock medieval pile constructed by the quarry 
owner, Lord Penrhyn, now in the care of the National Trust. It also includes the intangible 
heritage of the Welsh language, slate production being the only large-scale industry in Britain 
conducted entirely in a language other than English.

Supporting slate-industry heritage  

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/305760
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/34660
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/306317
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/34660
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/40559
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/16687
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Promoting 
equality and diversity 

When in July 2020 the First Minister of Wales appointed Gaynor Legall to lead an audit of 
public monuments, street and building names in Wales associated with the slave trade and 
the British Empire, the Royal Commission was asked to supply information about who was 
commemorated, how and where, based on our extensive archives.  

Meanwhile, our work continues to ensure that the history and culture of our ethnic communities 
are properly represented in the historical record for Wales. One notable success this year was 
the rediscovery of the 105-year-old grave of the Nigerian seaman, John Myers, whose story was 
uncovered as a result of our Heritage-Lottery-funded project to commemorate the forgotten 
U-boat war in which so many heroic sailors lost their lives during the First World War.  

In 2016, as part of that project, we explored the little-known fact that some of the crew on 
merchant ships in the First World War were black; many worked in the engine-rooms, which were 
the most vulnerable areas of the ship when torpedoed by enemy submarines. At the inquest into 
the deaths following the sinking of the SS Falaba off Pembrokeshire in March 1915, the body of 
John Myers was identified by fellow Nigerian crew member, John Thomas, and was then buried 
in the cemetery at Milford Haven. Simon Hancock, the curator of Haverfordwest Town Museum 
(a partner on the Royal Commission-led project), then initiated a search for John Myers’s lost 

5
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A section of the 
Chartist mural mosaic 
commemorating the 
Newport Rising; created 
by Kenneth Budd in 1978: 
demolished in 2013. 

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/john-myers-west-african-seamans-105-year-old-grave-found/
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grave. Having found it, he then set up a community fund for donations to pay for a headstone 
recording John Myers’s bravery and his life of service. 

Royal Commission staff also gave evidence in November to the Senedd’s Culture, Welsh 
Language and Communications Committee enquiry into ‘who gets remembered in public 
spaces’. Questions from the Committee ranged widely over the role of the Commission in 
collecting information about memorials, the criteria that should be followed when public 
authorities decide who should be remembered in public spaces, and the need to contextualise 
public monuments.  

Monuments discussed included the recently destroyed but highly regarded Chartist memorial in 
Newport (page 14), and the plaque (below) recently erected in Aberystwyth to commemorate 
Professor Ethé, a German academic hounded out of Aberystwyth during the First World War, 
inscribed with words expressing the hope that such an injustice should never be committed 
again.  

In our evidence, we also emphasised that the Commission’s List of Historic Place Names in 
Wales was a key source for alternative names for raising awareness of our history. The List 
enables us to provide suitable historic names for use when streets named after individuals 
connected with the slave trade are renamed. The sheer volume of material in the List ensures 
that we are always able to provide a historic name for a development, thus avoiding the problem 
of naming streets after prominent individuals who are later regarded as problematic. We will 
continue to support Cadw in delivering the recommendations of the resulting report – Set in 
Stone? A report on who gets remembered in public spaces – which was published in March 2021 
(https://senedd.wales/media/3jbnhs2d/cr-ld14301-e.pdf). 

The plaque outside the Morlan Centre, Aberystwyth, commemorating Professor 
Ethé, a German national who was driven out of the town during the First World War.  
The inscription expresses the hope in three languages that such an event will never 
happen again.

John Myers’s poignant, unmarked grave in Milford Haven cemetery recently identified 
by Simon Hancock, and now to receive a suitable headstone.

Promoting equality and diversity

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/john-myers-west-african-seamans-105-year-old-grave-found/
https://senedd.wales/media/3jbnhs2d/cr-ld14301-e.pdf
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Working 
with young people 

This year saw the final year of the three-year ‘Unloved Heritage?’ project, designed to 
engage young people throughout Wales (https://unlovedheritage.wales/) in a range of 
community archaeology projects supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and 
delivered by Cadw, the Welsh Archaeological Trusts, the Council for British Archaeology 
Wales and the Royal Commission. The project was inspired by Wales’s pioneering Well-being 
of Future Generations Act 2015 which has ‘a vibrant culture … promoting and protecting 
culture, heritage and the Welsh language’ as one of its seven goals. 

One of the outputs from the Royal Commission’s project was a 72-page publication called Hanes T  ̂y   ar y Mynydd / The Story of a House on 
a Hill, written and photographed by the CHYPs. The book documents the CHYPs’ project to catalogue the contents of a derelict farmhouse 
in the remote hills of north Ceredigion, a time capsule of objects, furniture, kitchen equipment, diaries and newspapers dating back to 
1956. Free digital copies of Hanes T  ̂y   ar y Mynydd / The Story of a House on a Hill can be downloaded from the Commission’s website. An 
exhibition of artefacts from the farmhouse was mounted at the Aberystwyth Arts Centre during 2021.  

6

https://unlovedheritage.wales/
https://shop.rcahmw.gov.uk/collections/downloads/products/the-story-of-a-house-on-a-hill
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Over the three years of the project, the Commission has worked with a core group of young 
people who chose to call themselves the CHYPs (Ceredigion Heritage Youth Panel), and on 
occasion with young people recommended to us by the Ceredigion Youth Justice Service. 
Activities have ranged from traditional archaeological excavation to the virtual reality 
reconstruction of historic structures, creative photography, video production and musical 
composition, building recording and object cataloguing, cycling, canoeing, cave and mine 
exploration, and aerial photography.  

The results of the project have been captured in a series of legacy videos that were presented to 
members of the Senedd and at conferences held in Cardiff to celebrate the achievements and 
understand the lessons learned. 

The final year of the project was led by Kim James-Williams (succeeding the late Anna Evans), 
and the CHYPs compiled a Storymap guide to the ways in which Aberystwyth has developed 
over time, including the very recent changes to street layout and use resulting from the Covid 
pandemic. In autumn 2020, two members of the CHYPs took part in EUSTORY, a history 
competition for young people in Europe on the theme of ‘Understanding Differences’: Vanesa 
Juhaszova collected stories from people who were young refugees in World War Two and Chris 
Corish used these to create a film called, ‘Aberystwyth, a place of refuge’. Chris and Vanesa were 
then chosen to represent Wales in a digital EUSTORY conference, ‘Beyond the Crisis’, in which 
they joined other young Europeans to discuss current events, identity, and the relevance of 
history to the present. 

The Unloved Heritage project was rounded off with a ‘lessons learned’ conference ‘Unloved 
Heritage: creativity, heritage and young people’ held on 19 and 20 February 2021. For the 
Commission, the long-term legacy of the project is that we will now incorporate young people 
into the advisory groups for all our future outreach projects and ensure that the views and 
perspectives of future generations are heard in their planning and the delivery of our work.

Working with young people

17

Excavating the ‘buddle’ 
(for ore separation) at 
Llawrcwmbach.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLybtZ8nONZJlPmGADr0YaEFw8mrOvtU8X
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Health and wellbeing

The pandemic has focused attention on the huge contribution that heritage and culture 
make to personal health and wellbeing as many people have turned to their local 
heritage sites for interest and recreation. This will continue to be a theme of the Royal 
Commission’s work in the future, building on the steps that we have already taken to 
promote the rich photographic resources of the People’s Collection Wales (PCW) to help 
people living with dementia.

Based on consultation with healthcare professionals, led by Dr Reina van der Wiel (Governance 
and Risk Manager), the Royal Commission has created a Memory Archive consisting of images, 
sound clips and videos catalogued by decade (from the 1940s to the present day) and by theme 
(for example, Christmas, significant events, farming, cars, school life, music and dancing).

This year we have extended the ‘Memory Archive’ project to focus on raising dementia 
awareness in young people through the creation of a teaching resource for Foundation Phase 
and Key Stages 2 to 4 pupils (https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/memory-archive-
dementia) in collaboration with the PCW Learning Officer. This resource explains the idea of 
reminiscence and why this is important for people living with dementia. It shows how to use the 
images from the Memory Archive in two practical reminiscence activities: creating a Memory 
Tree (structured by theme) or a Memory Timeline (chronological), adding images that encourage 
conversation and stimulate recall. The Memory Tree and Timeline posters are free for everyone 
to use: https://www.peoplescollection.wales/collections/1685691.

From: Memory Archive: Using People’s Collection Wales reminiscence work 
www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/memory-archive-dementia

https://www.peoplescollection.wales/
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/users/29941
http://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/memory-archive-dementia
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/memory-archive-dementia
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/memory-archive-dementia
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/users/29941
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/collections/1685691
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/memory-archive-dementia
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A workman at Maerdy Colliery, 1975. This image, contributed to the People’s Collection Wales website by the Royal Commission, is part of 
the “Memory Archive – Mining” collection. In our industrial communities, mining was an important part of people’s lives and a great topic 
for reminiscence work. The Commission’s John Cornwell Collection holds an extensive series of photographs depicting miners at work above 
and below ground from the 1970s and early 1980s.

Health and wellbeing

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/33505
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/collections/1009711
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/search?type=archive&filter[0][level]=Batch&filter[1][arcnum]=6202375
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Learning resources 

In collaboration with Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum Wales, the National Library of 
Wales and Cadw, the Public Engagement team is developing an educational resource on the 
topic of ‘Protest’ to support the new national curriculum for Wales. 

Once complete, this will join our existing learning materials on Hwb, the Welsh Government’s 
online learning and teaching resource. These cover the ‘Age of the Princes’, the ‘U-boat War’, 
the ‘1919 Tiger Bay race riots’ and ‘Migration, crime and British society’. In addition, our 
Senior Investigator Toby Driver has recorded three lectures for distance learning modules at 
Aberystwyth University as part of the BioInnovation Wales project on the theme of ‘Ancient 
and historic sites, their importance and conservation’ (the videos can be seen at: https://vimeo.
com/470135895/4128dfc490, https://vimeo.com/470142116/ee09360d15 and https://
vimeo.com/470147674/e7d1e8145f).

The Royal Commission continues to offer opportunities for young people to experience the 
world of work, and this year we were joined by an intern student from the UWTSD Carmarthen 
Business School, who worked remotely with our Public Engagement team in launching the new 
version of Coflein, analysing user figures and monitoring feedback. She said that the time she 
had spent with the Commission had been instrumental in finding employment shortly after the 
completion of her degree.

This screenshot shows some of the U-boat Project resources available to teachers and schools on Hwb.

https://hwb.gov.wales/repository/publishers/7094e2db-f7d9-4181-9788-f917a0f25646
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/creative-learning/news/articles/fd2f590d-5f1d-4b9e-9dd6-f71d3094c121
https://hwb.gov.wales/search?query=1919%20Tiger%20Bay%20race%20riots&strict=true&popupUri=%2FResource%2Fdc4b1562-4e0e-4d55-92d6-a17179823e98
https://hwb.gov.wales/search?query=migration%2C%20crime%20and%20British%20society&strict=true&popupUri=%2FResource%2Fdc4b1562-4e0e-4d55-92d6-a17179823e98
https://vimeo.com/470135895/4128dfc490
https://vimeo.com/470135895/4128dfc490
https://vimeo.com/470142116/ee09360d15
https://vimeo.com/470147674/e7d1e8145f
https://vimeo.com/470147674/e7d1e8145f
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/
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Recording  
twentieth-century buildings 

The Royal Commission is prioritising the recording of Wales’s post-1914 built heritage to 
inform future policy on listing and conservation and to understand better the options for 
decarbonisation and environmental sustainability. 

This year the Royal Commission appointed Dr Meilyr Powel as a data enhancement and research 
assistant to assist Senior Investigator Susan Fielding in assessing the records on Coflein relating 
to the 20th-century built heritage as a first step towards identifying gaps in coverage, both by 
building type and locality. As a result, we have taken the important first steps towards creating 
an inventory of 20th-century built heritage, a resource that does not currently exist for Wales, 
and which is itself part of a programme of work for understanding the distinctively Welsh 
contribution to post-war architectural heritage and celebrating the achievements of the period’s 
developments in design, architecture and technological innovation. 

During 2020–21, Susan Fielding completed an urban characterisation study of Cwmbrân New 
Town, Torfaen, providing a history and overview of its character, highlighting aspects worthy 
of more detailed work and of consideration for listing and preservation. The report will help 
Torfaen’s County Borough Council produce a Local Development Plan that respects the special 
qualities of this strategically planned town, which is unique as the only designated Mark I New 
Town in Wales, created under the powers of the New Towns Act (1946) to provide a high-quality 
settlement after the Second World War for those working in the industries of this area. 

Cwmbrân was designated as the site for a New Town on 4 November 1949, and the Cwmbrân 
Development Corporation was then established to provide good quality housing, schools and 
community facilities for the people of south-east Wales. New and innovative forms of planning, 
construction and design were deployed when the town was laid out with zoned industrial 
areas and a central shopping and civic space, surrounded by residential areas planned on the 
‘neighbourhood’ system. 

7

These houses in 
Coedeva represent 
the work of Chief 
Architect Gordon 
Redfern who 
revolutionised the 
CDC’s approach 
to planning and 
building from 1963.
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https://coflein.gov.uk/en/
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/408671
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/408671
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In recent years the Royal Commission has surveyed some very large and complex structures 
– wherever possible photographing the interiors before they were vacated – so as to capture 
the ways in which the buildings were used. Among the buildings already recorded are BBC 
Broadcasting House (Llandaff), Cantonian High School and Fitzalan High School (Cardiff), 
Pembrokeshire County Library (Haverfordwest), Coleg Harlech, Mold Shire Hall, Wrexham Police 
Station, the Rhyl Sun Centre, and Caernarfonshire Technical College (Bangor). A recent blog 
available on our website has detailed histories of all these buildings (https://rcahmw.gov.uk/
redefining-heritage-recording-modern-wales).

Recording twentieth-century buildings

Concrete murals by Henry Collins and Joyce Pallot, commissioned by the Cwmbrân Arts Trust and funded by the Cwmbrân Development 
Corporation. The murals depict key stages in Torfaen’s history, from the Iron Age to the industrial period.

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/redefining-heritage-recording-modern-wales
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/redefining-heritage-recording-modern-wales
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Sustaining  
places of worship 

Historic places of worship of all faiths are facing an uncertain future as congregations 
decline and the burden of maintaining the fabric falls on fewer and fewer shoulders – but 
the Royal Commission is working to support volunteers, local charities, faith groups and 
community organisations with advice and the evidence needed to make successful grant 
applications. While we cannot halt the tide of closure, the Royal Commission works to 
promote sustainable solutions for keeping places of worship in community use and ensures 
that representative examples are adequately recorded when closure is unavoidable – this 
year, for example, we recorded the remarkable Arts and Crafts Congregational chapel in 
Ferryside, Carmarthenshire, prior to its sale.  

Not all our work involves recording structures at risk of closure, however. Last year, for example, 
we supported the community in Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn, Ceredigion, in its successful bid for 
funds to undertake repairs and improvements to the important medieval church of St Michael 
and All Angels. Our laser-scan survey of the interior of the impressive church tower was used by 
the architect to design a new staircase as the basis for future ‘Tower Tours’, and the tree-ring 
samples we took showed that the parishioners of Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn were improving their 
church on the very eve of the Reformation with an expensive and fashionable wagon roof added 
between 1502 and 1528 before a new bell-frame and a peal of bells were installed in 1537–8.  

We were also very pleased to have been asked by the Foundation for Jewish Heritage (FJH) 
to undertake a study of the former Merthyr Tydfil Synagogue as part of a vision to create a 
Welsh Jewish Heritage Centre that will celebrate the remarkable 250-year history of the Jewish 
community in Wales and promote inter-cultural exchange. Closed in 1983, the building has 
been derelict for some years. A survey of historic synagogues across Europe carried out by the 
FJH identified it as among the most important 16 synagogues in Europe. Purchased by the 
Foundation in 2019, work is now underway to conserve the structure.  

An important first step in the restoration process was ensuring that an accurate record was made 
of the surviving fabric and fittings. In February 2021 we commissioned Wessex Archaeology to 
carry out a comprehensive laser-scan of the exterior and interior. This data was used to create 
plans and elevation drawings of the building. The laser scan data will form the basis for 3D 
modelling and future plans to create a virtual reconstruction of the original synagogue. 

Merthyr was one of two main centres of the Jewish community in Wales, numbering some 400 
at its peak in the second half of the nineteenth century, including a community of Russian Jews 
who worked at the Dowlais Works, at the time the largest steel producer in the world. The Merthyr 
synagogue opened in June 1877 and a newspaper report of the opening ceremony described it 
as ‘one of the finest and boldest looking buildings in the town’, praising ‘the craftsmanship, the 
richness of decoration, the beauty of the lighting and careful thought given to both space and 
ventilation’. The Gothic style of the grade-II listed synagogue is unusual in the UK, where such 
buildings veered towards the use of Oriental or Byzantine styles. A unique feature is the stone 
Welsh dragon which sits proudly on the apex of the gable of the entrance bay. 

8

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/6553
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/6553
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/105145
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/105145
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/11795
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Sustaining places of worship

Laser scan image of Merthyr Tydfil 
Synagogue, February 2021 with 
photo inset of the synagogue 
before dereliction. 
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Sustaining places of worship
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St Michael’s Church, Llanfihangel-y- 
Creuddyn, with a laser scan (inset) of 
the central tower and transepts.
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New ways of dating  
old buildings  

The Royal Commission’s Senior Architectural Investigator, Richard Suggett, has been working 
with community groups in Snowdonia and Breconshire for many years to seek out significant 
historic buildings suitable for sampling in order to date their timbers based on matching 
the tree-rings to the national dendrochronology database. This work has revolutionised our 
understanding of the building history of Wales, not least by demonstrating that our nation 
was often in the vanguard of new plan-types and constructional techniques and not, as is so 
often suggested, lagging behind neighbouring nations.    

Frustratingly, only certain types of timber from particular periods can be dated with pinpoint 
accuracy, and so the Royal Commission is working with Professors Neil Loader and Danny 
McCarroll, scientists at Swansea University, and the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory 
to develop a new technique for dating those timbers considered undatable by conventional 
methods. This new method analyses the unique combination of oxygen isotopes in each annual 
ring, which vary according to each year’s rainfall. 

The technique has been used successfully to date Maestorglwyd Barn, a medieval hall-house 
located near Hay-on-Wye, and a classic example of a cruck-framed Welsh hall-house, with the 
central hall dramatically open to the roof, dated stylistically to the mid-fifteenth century. The 
house fell out of domestic use at an early date and was subsequently used as a barn, a change 
of use contributing to its preservation and protection from further modification. Oxygen isotopic 
analysis of a timber from the original wall-plate yielded a felling date of winter 1411/12. This is 

9

Maestorglwyd Barn: exterior view showing the down-slope siting of the former medieval hall-house with (inset) a detail of the archbraced 
roof-trust (© Paul R. Davies).

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/25890
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/25890
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earlier than expected and places Maestorglwyd as the oldest dated complete cruck-framed hall-
house in Wales and among the top five oldest standing timber structures in Wales. It was built as 
Owain Glyndw ̂   r’s war of independence was failing, and has considerable historical interest as the 
forerunner of numerous mature hall-houses built during the fifteenth-century post-war recovery.    

This year, using isotopic analysis, we were also able to date the remarkable medieval range at 
Cwrt Bryn-y-beirdd, near Castell Carreg Cennen, to 1426. The date confirms an association with 
Gruffudd ap Niclas, a dominant figure in the administration of the Principality of South Wales, 
and places the building within a class of winged houses of lordship or regional importance built 
in the first half of the fifteenth century. We also dated the front roof-trusses of the multi-period 
Island House, Laugharne, to 1656/57 – thus showing the front range belonged to a phase of 
reconstruction after the Civil War.

It is hoped that more historic buildings in Wales will be dated by this method and that the 
cores from sampling commissioned by the Royal Commission can be used to construct a master 
chronology for Wales comparable to the master chronology developed for central England. A 
paper analysing the technique and its results has been jointly written by those involved in the 
project to clarify the building sequence at Llwyncelyn, the fifteenth-century hall near Llanthony, 
recently restored by the Landmark Trust: 

‘Oxygen isotope dendrochronology of Llwyncelyn; one of the oldest houses in Wales’ with Danny 
McCarroll, Neil J. Loader, Daniel Miles and others in Dendrochronologia, Volume 58, Start page: 
125653. Internet publication Elsevier BV 2019. PDF available https://cronfa.swan.ac.uk/Record/
cronfa52741  

New ways of dating old buildings

Cwrt Bryn-y-beirdd: exterior view of the medieval house with projecting porch, and (inset) with cusped roof truss of the cross-wing. 

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/25890
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/103976
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/103970
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/17457
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/45109
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/45109
https://cronfa.swan.ac.uk/Record/cronfa52741
https://cronfa.swan.ac.uk/Record/cronfa52741
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/103976
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Compiling the Statutory  
Parks and Gardens Register 

When the Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 was passed by the Senedd, Wales became 
the first nation in the UK to recognise that historic parks and gardens should be protected 
in the same way as listed buildings and scheduled monuments. For the last two years, the 
Royal Commission’s landscape archaeology specialist David Leighton has been working 
in partnership with Cadw to update and enhance the records for the 400 sites across the 
country on the Register of Parks and Gardens in Wales of Special Historic Interest, mapping 
the boundaries, writing statements of significance to justify their inclusion on the register, 
and liaising with the owners.  

When it comes into force on 1 February 2022, the new statutory register will replace the existing 
non-statutory one. It will continue to be an active record, and a candidate list of additional sites 
(not yet on the register) has already been drawn up for inspection and inclusion. To facilitate 
public access to the register, the Royal Commission has also been updating the entries for each 
listed property on our Coflein website, Each site will have a concise account with references to 
more detailed descriptions based on the research of other landscape historians.

The heritage assets on the register take a variety of forms: public parks, the grounds of historic 
houses, hospitals, universities, some industrial complexes, cemeteries, and even a few private 
suburban gardens. What they have in common is that they are all outstanding examples of 
historic designed landscapes. Many are also public spaces, much valued by local communities for 
recreation, as well as being important for biodiversity and wildlife conservation. 

Registered parks and gardens are not static entities, and they continue to evolve. Even in 
their hey-day they were often modified according to changes in fashion and in response to 
innovation. However, they are vulnerable to much more radical land-use changes today that 
impact on their historic character, including agricultural and urban developments that can 
alter them beyond recognition or even obliterate historic features, hence the need for statutory 
protection. Inclusion on the statutory register increases awareness of the value of historic parks 
and gardens and significantly raises their profile in the planning process, enabling change to be 
managed in ways that protect and enhance their special features.

Bodrhyddan, a designed park and garden landscape in north Wales, is located in the rolling countryside of Denbighshire, between Dyserth 
and Rhuddlan. It is famous for beautifully informal woodland, manicured lawns, yew topiary and its formal parterre. In their present form 
the gardens were laid out by the noted architect W.E. Nesfield in the later nineteenth century, but they have developed over more than four 
centuries and include features of all periods. 
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https://coflein.gov.uk/en/
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/266211
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Responding 
to enquiries 

2020–21 has seen fundamental changes in the working practices of the Library and 
Enquiries Service designed to ensure that we can continue to deliver as full a service as 
possible while staff worked from home during the pandemic lockdown. 

We were able to operate a professional advisory service online, by telephone and by letter based 
on providing enquirers with access to material from our digital archives. We were unable to gain 
access to the physical archives during successive lockdowns, but once the Covid restrictions were 
relaxed in Wales, we succeeded in catching up with the backlog of enquiries that involved access 
to hardcopy archives. 

We received 2,198 enquiries involving 10,299 transactions; 171 (11 per cent) were made and 
answered in Welsh; 775 (35 per cent) involved undertaking an element of research. All enquiries 
were answered within our 15-working-day target for responses. 

Our automated image purchase and licensing platform was launched on 25 February 2021 as 
part of the new Coflein (see page 4) and this has streamlined the process for purchasing images 
from our collections. Photographs and information from the NMRW featured in ‘The World’s 
Deadliest Wrecks’ on the National Geographic Channel, ‘Great British Railway Journeys’ on 
BBC2, ‘Hewlfa Drysor Llangernyw’ on S4C, and ‘The Story of Welsh Art’ on BBC Wales and BBC4. 

11

Research enquiry categories

Archaeological and architectural contractors .. 104

Commercial ....................................................................... 20

Education/FE/HE ............................................................. 73

Family history/house history/local history/ 
Learned Society ............................................................ 184

General public ............................................................... 220

Government ...................................................................... 63

Charities ................................................................................ 9

Library/museum ...............................................................11

Media and publishing ................................................... 91

Total .................................................................................. 775

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/
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The Story of Welsh Art shown on BBC Wales and BBC4 (image courtesy of Wildflames Productions).

Our material was also used to inform funding applications and to illustrate information 
panels, leaflets, online talks and videos, and a variety of books and journal articles, including 
Shaping the World, edited by Antony Gormley and Martin Gayford (2020); Cardiff Arms Park: 
an Architectural and Social History, by Dr David Allen et al. (2021); Free and Public: Alexander 
Carnegie and the Libraries of Wales, by Ralph Griffiths (2021); and ‘“Nid yw’r felin heno’n malu”: 
the lost watermills of the Upper Clwyd’, by Arnold Hughes in the journal Melin.

680 new journals and books were catalogued and added to the library, and we compiled and 
circulated seven Bulletins of newly catalogued material.

Cardiff Arms Park on the day before demolition began in 1997. Our image was used on the rear cover of Cardiff Arms Park: an Architectural 
and Social History, by Dr David Allen et al. (2021).

Responding to enquiries
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As part of our work promoting the use of our resources, we provided virtual tours, talks and 
workshops for community and educational groups, including a workshop for the Girl Guides of 
Llanrhystud on developing a personal archive. Various sessions were tailored to the projects of 
postgraduate students from Aberystwyth University and the Centre for Alternative Technology, 
demonstrating how they could benefit from the Commission’s resources in their research. We 
also introduced the members of the Welsh Official Tour Guides Association to the Commission’s 
online resources and the ways in which exploring Wales’s heritage can be used to support 
sustainable tourism.

Royal Commission online talk in progress (given to Aberystwyth University History and Heritage postgraduate students by Rhodri E Lewis, 
22 February 2021). 

For Libraries Week, staff and volunteers wrote short blogs on their favourite books in our Library, 
highlighting the range of our library collection as well as people’s professional and personal 
connections to the books. We also supported the Welsh Language Rights Day, Careers Discovery 
Week and the annual ‘Explore Your Archives’ campaign with appropriate content. We have 
created blogs on using our digital collections and resources to explore family history and local 
heritage. 

Responding to enquiries

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/libraries-week-5-10-october-2020/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/explore-your-archives-2020-digital-technologies-in-heritage/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/digitised-drawings-and-fabulous-photos-highlights-from-our-online-collections/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/using-the-national-monuments-record-of-wales-welsh-places-from-your-familys-history/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/using-the-national-monuments-record-of-wales-welsh-places-from-your-familys-history/
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Enhancing 
the archive 

Archive staff supported the new Coflein digital delivery project through extensive testing 
and data editing during the development phase. They also devoted much time in the latter 
part of the year to the enhancement of the digital material in the iBase element of the new 
platform to ensure that as many images and other digital records as possible were made 
available to the public online.  

The most popular tweet of the year was a 2004 photograph by former Commission photographer Iain Wright showing the Corbalengi 
Stone, Penbryn, Ceredigion, which was posted as a contribution to #ExploreYourArchive #OldRockDay and generated over 20,000 
impressions. The stone is incised in Latin with the words CORBALENGI IACIT ORDOVS (‘Here lies Corbalengus, an Ordovician’). It dates 
from the post-Roman period (5th or 6th century) and commemorates a man with an Irish name while perpetuating (or reviving) the name 
of the Ordovices, one of the late prehistoric peoples in Wales that fiercely resisted the Roman invasion of their lands.

12

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/
https://rcahmw.ibase.media/en/home?WINID=1631785281891
https://rcahmw.ibase.media/en/home?WINID=1631785281891
https://twitter.com/RC_Archive/status/1347151720749674496
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/304135
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/304135
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We continued to accept donations to our archive, the National Monuments Record of Wales 
(NMRW), from private individuals, archaeological contractors, and other public bodies. Notable 
accessions included a large set of Cadw records comprising photogrammetric surveys of 
guardianship sites and former Historic Buildings Council (HBC) grant photographs, amounting in 
total to around 25 metres of shelved boxed material. 

In addition, archive staff have posted lively and engaging material on various social media 
platforms and UK-wide hashtag themes, as well as organising our own themes to promote 
the Aerofilms Collection, the Dylan Roberts Collection, and the Central Office of Information 
Collection. As a measure of the success of work in this area, RC_Archive Twitter followers have 
increased by over 70 per cent during the year with the generation of many queries about our 
collections to which we have responded.

Making more of maps 
Wales is fortunate in having thousands of historic maps that contain a wealth of 
information about the landscape at the time the surveys were undertaken. Studying these 
maps in chronological succession allows us to understand how the landscape has evolved 
over time, but their size and complexity can make such comparisons difficult. As a partner 
in a two-year project called ‘Deep Mapping Estate Archives’, the Royal Commission is 
undertaking a pilot project to digitise a selection of maps and bringing them together as a 
series of polygonised digital layers. 

The two-year project is being led by Dr Shaun Evans, Director of the Institute for the Study of 
Welsh Estates (ISWE) at Bangor University, and is funded by the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council. Our historic mapping experts, Jon Dollery and Scott Lloyd, are bringing together the 
estate maps from parishes along the Flintshire/Denbighshire border dating from 1620–1920 
along with enclosure maps (1800–15), tithe maps (c. 1840) and the first edition of the 25-inch 
(1:2500) Ordnance Survey (c. 1870).  

This screenshot shows the mapping interface on the Deep Mapping Project website.

Enhancing the archive 

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/search?type=archive&filter[0][level]=Batch&filter[1][arcnum]=6200682
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/search?type=archive&filter[0][level]=Item&filter[1][arcnum]=6202336
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/search?type=archive&filter[0][level]=Group&filter[1][arcnum]=6044841&size=20
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/search?type=archive&filter[0][level]=Group&filter[1][arcnum]=6044841&size=20
https://twitter.com/RC_Archive
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FT007109%2F1
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=1c6f7c02a277437e8299da25df99dfe2
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The resulting polygons are tagged with further information on land use from the Ordnance 
Survey Books of Reference, the tithe data from the Cynefin project at the National Library of 
Wales, details from the enclosure awards, as well as the books of reference associated with 
the estate maps relating to land use, field names and ownership. The pilot project focuses on 
six parishes, amounting to some 120 km2, but this new approach has wider significance for 
the heritage sector as a whole in pioneering a method that allows us to study changes in the 
landscape over a 400-year period as well as contributing to our knowledge of historic Welsh 
place names and the character of industrial, agricultural and social developments across the 
whole of Wales.

Linking maritime archives 
The Royal Commission is responsible for compiling and enhancing the maritime heritage record 
for Wales, and this year – thanks to a grant from the Lloyd’s Register Foundation – we were able 
to employ a research assistant for six months to link our shipwreck records to the Lloyd’s Register 
of Casualty Returns. Over 500 of our 3,602 Coflein maritime records relating to shipwrecks 
have now been enhanced with links to original entries in the digitised Lloyd’s Casualty Returns 
compiled between 1890 and 2000. Additional hyperlinks take users to contemporary newspaper 
reports via the Welsh Newspapers Online resource maintained by the National Library of 
Wales and to other resources, such as the Royal Commission’s ‘U-Boat Project’. Following the 
data enhancement of our maritime records, a more connected network of resources has been 
established providing greater visibility to the heritage institutions holding the data and a better 
experience for users who are now able to able to move seamlessly from our maritime records 
pages to further resources.

The project webpage on the website of the Lloyd’s Register Foundation Heritage & Education Centre.

Enhancing the archive

https://www.lrfoundation.org.uk/en/
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/map/?term=maritime
https://newspapers.library.wales/home
https://uboatproject.wales/
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/whats-on/online-exhibitions/enhancing-welsh-shipwreck-records#lloyds-register-casualty-returns


Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales • Annual Report 2020-2136

Reaching out  
to Wales and the world 

From March 2020, we refocused our outreach activities to respond to the demands of the 
lockdown, leading to a rapid increase in online output in the form of blogs and social media 
content. These included a number of weekly features, such as #LlunDyddLlun (the Monday 
Photo), #MeddwlMawrth’ (the Tuesday Teaser), #HwylHanes’ (History Activity) and regular 
#OnThisDay posts (#OTD), all aimed at increasing engagement with Welsh heritage and 
the Royal Commission’s resources. We responded to the call for material to support home 
schooling and educational family activities by providing quizzes and treasure hunts, art 
activities and colouring sheets. 

Over the course of the year, followers of our @RC_Survey Twitter account added 1,400 
new followers, bringing the total to 2,175. These tweets focused on our survey work and 
thematic studies. We also posted material relating to various popular hashtags, such as 
#ModernistMonday, #TombTuesday, #HillfortsWednesday, #WalesSlate, #HouseHistory, and 
#FaithbuildingsFriday.  

The Tweet on Bryn Celli Ddu for #TombTuesday resulted in 568 likes, 113 retweets and 51,617 

13

This creative spaghetti-built bridge was inspired by a #HwylHanes post on bridges. It resembles the central section of Pont Tywysog Cymru, 
the Second Severn Crossing, which opened in 1996.

https://twitter.com/RC_Survey
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impressions, all significantly higher than any previous posting. The @RC_EnwauLleoedd account 
also posted regular tweets about Welsh historic place names provided by our Place-Names 
Officer.

Eighty blogs were published during this period. They included ‘Redefining Heritage? Recording 
Modern Wales’, which highlighted the importance of 20th-century architecture in Wales, and 
‘Ruby, Ruby, Ruby’, about the history of the famous Second World War painting by Dame Laura 
Knight showing Ruby Loftus at work on a lathe in a Welsh munitions factory; the latter was 
written to mark International Women’s Day on 8 March. Two blogs by the Secretary – on ‘Young 
people and heritage’ and ‘The future for places of worship’ – were reprinted and reposted in 
various publications, including the National Lottery Heritage Fund website, and resulted in a 
series of invitations to speak on these subjects at meetings and conferences, such as the annual 
Big Update meeting organised by the Historic Religious Buildings Alliance.

Reaching out to Wales and the world

https://twitter.com/RC_EnwauLleoedd
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/redefining-heritage-recording-modern-wales/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/redefining-heritage-recording-modern-wales/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/ruby-ruby-ruby-2/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/young-people-and-heritage/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/young-people-and-heritage/
https://rcahmw.gov.uk/the-future-for-places-of-worship/
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Press and publicity 

On 12 June 2020 considerable interest was generated by the publication in Britannia (the 
peer-reviewed journal of Roman archaeology) of new discoveries resulting from aerial 
photographic work carried out during the widespread drought of 2018 in Wales. 

Written by the Commission’s aerial archaeologist Dr Toby Driver, with Professor Barry Burnham 
and Dr Jeffrey L. Davies, it described two Roman marching camps, three auxiliary forts, and 
a remarkable series of stone buildings outside the fort at Pen-y-gaer in the Brecon Beacons 
National Park – all of which shed new light on the military conquest of Wales by Roman troops 
in the first century AD, and its subsequent Roman settlement. The story was picked up by media 
around the world, including The Times and BBC Wales, whose website had a record number of 
149,000 page views, including 27,000 readers in the USA.

In March 2021 a joint press release with 
the Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales 
grabbed worldwide attention, highlighting 
the chance discovery of prehistoric stone 
tools and fragments of pottery thrown 
up by burrowing rabbits on Skokholm 
Island. The Guardian, The Daily Mail, the 
Smithsonian Magazine, BBC News and 
Live Science were among the many media 
outlets that covered the story.

The Skokholm rabbit-hole find as reported in Le Petit 
Quotidien, a daily newspaper in French for children aged six to 
nine years old. 

This decorated fragment of a 3,700-year-old vase urn is the 
first piece of Early Bronze Age pottery to have come from 
one of the islands of western Pembrokeshire (© Richard 
Brown and Giselle Eagle, WTSWW). 

This Early Bronze Age vase urn from West Williamston, Carew, 
Pembrokeshire, shows what the Skokholm burial urn probably 
have looked like.

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/92190
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In November 2020 Toby Driver took part in filming for a documentary on the discovery of a  
prehistoric chariot burial in Pembrokeshire (‘Searching for Chariots’, made by Wildflame 
Productions and the National Museum Wales, due for broadcast in 2021 on the Smithsonian and 
Discovery Channels and S4C). The following month, Toby Driver guided Michael Portillo round 
Pendinas hillfort, Aberystwyth, in filming for Series 12 of BBC2’s ‘Great British Railway Journeys’.

Filming at Pendinas hillfort with Michael Portillo for BBC2’s ‘Great British Railway Journeys’.

Online talks 
Talks by Royal Commission staff have always been valued by groups and societies across Wales 
and form part of the Commission’s contribution to continuing education in Wales. This year, 
large online audiences were attracted to Dr Toby Driver’s Festival of Archaeology talk in July 
(in partnership with Ceredigion Museum) on ‘Bronze, Glass and Gold: prehistoric and Roman 
treasures from Ceredigion’. This was followed by Dr Meilyr Powel’s talk on the Welsh shipwrecks 
recorded in the Lloyd’s Register of Casualty Returns. In November staff gave talks for the 
Pembrokeshire Coast Archaeology Day and the Heritage Lottery Funded (HLF) Living Levels 
Landscape Partnership.  

On 3 December, in partnership with the National Library of Wales, Richard Suggett delivered our 
Christmas lecture on ‘Uncovering wallpaintings: the patterned wall from modern to medieval 
Wales’. This has been viewed subsequently more than 1,600 times on Facebook.  

Reaching out to Wales and the world

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/92236
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/92236
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Online talks have proved so successful in reaching a diverse audience in Wales and beyond, that 
a series of monthly online talks was established in March 2021, and these talks are regularly 
attracting large audiences of several hundred viewers. All talks have been recorded and are 
available on the Royal Commission’s YouTube channel. During 2020–21, ‘watch time’ on the 
Royal Commission’s YouTube channel has more than doubled to 1,356.7, hours, compared with 
the 553.4 hours logged during 2019–20.

The Digital Past Conference 

By contrast with the usual two-day physical event, this year’s Digital Past Conference was 
delivered online over a five-day period (from 8 to 12 February 2021), increasing the numbers 
attending from around 150 to nearly 500. The speakers and workshop providers were truly 
international, joining us from China, the USA, Kenya, Australia, Israel and Cyprus, in addition to 
Wales and the rest of the UK.  

Three themes were offered by the event: virtual access to heritage for research and engagement, 
including issues of technology, funding and ethics; diversity in digital cultural heritage, including 
improved recording of the heritage of under-represented communities and increased recognition 
and understanding of their narratives; and digital heritage, the environment and climate 
change, including the role of archaeology in recognising the past and informing the future of 
climate change and the environmental impacts.  

Almost half of the post-conference survey respondents said they had not attended the 
conference before (this was its twelfth year) and 87 per cent said they would attend again via an 
online platform. The presentations were subsequently made available via our YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/c/rcahmw), enabling many more people to benefit from the latest 
research and applications in this field. 

“It was a truly global experience through the 
subjects covered, the speakers and attendees.” 

“The range and expertise of the speakers was 
absolutely outstanding, I couldn’t believe it. I 

was SO, so impressed.”

https://www.youtube.com/c/rcahmw
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Staff
publications14

The Commission adds to the quality of people’s lives in Wales through learning and 
research, aiming to enrich the perception of Wales at home and abroad. We encourage staff 
to contribute to journals, books and conference proceedings, raising the academic profile of 
the Commission, resulting in the following publications during the year. 

Barker, L., Driver, T. and Hunt, D., ‘Cardigan Island & Castell Bach Coastal Fort’, Archaeology in 
Wales 59 (2019), 115. 

Barker, L., Driver, T. and Hunt, D., ‘Abersoch, The Warren Beach, Submerged Forest and Peat 
Exposures’, Archaeology in Wales 59 (2019), 119. 

Barker, L., Driver, T. and Hunt, D., ‘Bardsey Island, Henllwyn Eroding Isthmus’, Archaeology in 
Wales 59 (2019), 119–121. 

Barker, L., Driver, T., Hunt, D. and Robson, P., ‘Llandwrog, Dinas Dinlle Hillfort’, Archaeology in 
Wales 59 (2019), 122. 

Barker, L., Driver, T. and Hunt, D., ‘Abersoch, The Warren Beach, The FOSIL? Wreck’, Archaeology 
in Wales 59 (2019), 157. 

Barker, L., Driver, T. and Hunt, D., ‘Abersoch, The Warren Beach, The MARIA? Wreck’, 
Archaeology in Wales 59 (2019), 157. 

Barker, L., Driver, T. and Hunt, D., ‘Albion Sands, The Albion Wreck’, Archaeology in Wales 59 
(2019), 158. 

Barker, L., Driver, T., Hunt, D., Davies S., Duller, G., Griffiths, H., Lamb, H., Roberts, H., Robson, P., 
Wynne, H., Campbell, S., and Roberts, R., ‘Learning from Loss: Uncovering the Secrets of Dinas 
Dinlle, North Wales’, Earth Heritage 53 (Summer 2020), 22–29. 

Catling, C., Current Archaeology magazine: monthly features on a variety of heritage themes; 
those with a significant Welsh content included ‘Cruck Construction’ (CA 365), ‘Prehistoric 
Mobility’ (CA 367), ‘Decorated in Glory: church building in Herefordshire Diocese in the 
fourteenth century’ (CA 370) and ‘Early Christianity in Western Britain and Ireland’ (CA 373). 
Monthly diary column (‘Sherds’) and a monthly profile of a heritage society (‘Odd Socs’), 
including The Coracle Society and the Kilvert Society. 

CHERISH, 2020. Newyddion CHERISH News 6 (August 2020)  
http://cherishproject.eu/en/resources/newsletter/newsletter-6/  

CHERISH, 2021. Newyddion CHERISH News 7 (January 2021) 
http://cherishproject.eu/en/resources/newsletter/newsletter-no-7/ 

Coward, A. N. (editor with an Introduction), The Correspondence of Thomas Stephens: 
Revolutionising Welsh Scholarship in the Mid-Nineteenth Century through Knowledge Exchange 

http://cherishproject.eu/en/resources/newsletter/newsletter-6/
http://cherishproject.eu/en/resources/newsletter/newsletter-no-7/
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(Aberystwyth: Celtic Studies Publications, 2020). https://celticstudies.wales/shop/the-
correspondence-of-thomas-stephens

Driver, T., Barker, L., Davis, O., Hunt, D., Johnston, B., and Williams, D., ‘Extending the Chronology: 
Survey and Excavation on Skomer Island, Pembrokeshire, 2018’, Archaeology in Wales 59 (2019), 
43–52. 

Driver, T., ‘Charles Driver: Llandudno Pier’s Forgotten Architect’, Piers: Journal of National Piers 
Society, Issue 138 (Winter 2020), 26–29. 

Driver, T., Burnham, B C, and Davies, J. L., ‘Roman Wales: Aerial Discoveries and New 
Observations from the Drought of 2018’, Britannia 51 (2020), 117–145. 

Hunt, D., Barker, L. and Driver, T., ‘CHERISH Project LiDAR Capture and Analysis for the Islands of 
Wales’, Archaeology in Wales 59 (2019), 91–96. 

James, H. and Driver, T., ‘New Discoveries on the Roman Road between Carmarthen and 
Kidwelly’, The Carmarthenshire Antiquary 56 (2020), 1–12. 

January-McCann, J., ‘Bywyd Newydd i’r Parochialia’. Y Naturiaethwr 3: 14 (Haf 2020), 8–10. 

January-McCann, J., ‘Exiles and Activists: A Comparison of the Counter-Reformation in Wales 
and Norway’, in James E. Kelly et al. (ed), Northern European Reformations: Transnational 
Perspectives, (Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2020), 161–90. 

January-McCann, J. and Suggett, R. F., Evidence to Culture, Welsh Language and 
Communications Committee, Set in Stone? A Report on Who Gets Remembered in Public Spaces 
(Welsh Parliament, March 2021). Available as a pdf: https://senedd.wales/media/3jbnhs2d/
cr-ld14301-e.pdf  with a transcript of the evidence available: https://record.senedd.wales/
Committee/6537#C336069.

Jones, N., and Driver, T., ‘A Probable Monastic Cemetery at Cwmhir Abbey’, Archaeologia 
Cambrensis 170 (2021), 1–7. 

Suggett, R. F., Review of Isobel Robinson (ed.), Correspondence of Peter Prattinton of Bewdley, 
Antiquary, 1807–1840 (Worcestershire Historical Society Publications, 2019), Midland History 
46:1 (March 2021), 149–50. 

Suggett, R. F., ‘Hay Castle and Haysland: the Architectural Personality of a Marcher Lordship’, 
Brycheiniog LII (2021), 23–57.   

Suggett, R. F., Review of Lisa Tallis (ed.), Cas Gan Gythraul: Demonology, Witchcraft, and Popular 
Magic in Eighteenth-Century Wales (Cardiff: South Wales Record Soc., 2019), Magic, Ritual, and 
Witchcraft (University of Pennsylvania Press) 12: 3 (2020), 412–14. 

https://celticstudies.wales/shop/the-correspondence-of-thomas-stephens
https://celticstudies.wales/shop/the-correspondence-of-thomas-stephens
https://senedd.wales/media/3jbnhs2d/cr-ld14301-e.pdf
https://senedd.wales/media/3jbnhs2d/cr-ld14301-e.pdf
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/6537#C336069
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/6537#C336069
https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/387
https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/387
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Delivering the Future  
Generations Act 201515

The Royal Commission supports the seven well-being goals set out in the Well-being of 
Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. On these pages we set out how we contribute to each 
of those goals. The first box in each case explains how we contribute to the goals in general 
terms, and the second box gives examples of specific projects.

Through our core work we:

A  
prosperous 

Wales

• Help people value and enjoy the archaeology and buildings of Wales.
• Enrich people’s perception of Wales and contribute to the image of 

Wales as a desirable place to live, work, visit or invest.
• Inspire through digital innovation and by fostering skills.

A  
resilient 
Wales

• Record and understand the evolution of the historic landscape.
• Raise awareness and understanding of the impacts of climate change.
• Contribute to the preservation of historic landscapes for their 

heritage value and for their biodiversity.

A 
healthier 

Wales

• Encourage people to engage in physical and intellectual activity.
• Contribute to a sense of identity, place, pride and belonging.
• Promote heritage as open, inclusive and communal.

A 
more equal 

Wales

• Provide a free national resource for lifelong learning and research.
• Share our knowledge, skills and archival assets with others to enable 

them to record and share their own heritage in exciting, relevant and 
accessible ways.

A 
Wales of  
cohesive 

communities

• Identify the important aspects of buildings which contribute to the 
social practices of the communities that use them.

• Have a demonstrable track record in delivering community projects 
that make a difference to people’s lives.

A
Wales of vibrant 

culture and 
thriving Welsh 

Language

• Curate the National Monuments Record of Wales (NMRW). 
• Promote the history and heritage of Wales. 
• Promote the Welsh language through our bilingual services.
• Compile and maintain a list of historic place names in Wales.
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A  
globally 

responsible 
Wales

• Ensure that the historic environment remains rich, varied and 
rewarding for the people of Wales and for visitors who form a vital 
part of the Welsh tourism economy.

• Keep improving our environmental performance and sustainability.

Specific projects and programmes:

A  
prosperous 

Wales

• Coflein, websites & enquiry services
• Advice re Listed Building Consent
• Welsh Slate World Heritage 

Landscape

A  
resilient 
Wales

• CHERISH climate change project
• 20C concrete buildings inventory

A 
healthier 

Wales

• Coflein on-the-go mapping
• Guided heritage walks 
• Volunteering opportunities
• People’s Collection Wales ‘Memory Archive’

A 
more equal 

Wales

• Public library, search room & 
enquiry services

• Coflein and websites
• Group visits

A 
Wales of  
cohesive 

communities

• Architectural & archaeological 
survey work

• Welsh Slate World Heritage 
Landscape

A
Wales of vibrant 

culture and 
thriving Welsh 

Language

• Coflein and the NMRW
• List of Historic Place Names
• Welsh Slate World Heritage 

Landscape

A  
globally 

responsible  
Wales

• Environmental Policy Statement and Action Plan
• Historic Environment and Climate Change in Wales Sectoral  
• Adaptation Plan

• Digital Past conference
• Volunteering opportunities
• Student placements
• Skills for the Future scheme

• Maritime archaeology
• Hazard mapping

• Historic Environment and Climate Change in Wales Sectoral 
Adaptation Plan

• Student placements
• Skills for the Future 

scheme

• Leading the Places of 
Worship Forum

• People’s Collection Wales
• Publications, blogs & talks

• Welsh in the Workplace
• People’s Collection Wales
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Financial data 
and performance indicators 16

Funding £000s

Net funding by Welsh Government .................... 1,597

Capital funding by Welsh Government .................... 35

Earned income ....................................................................26

Historic Place Names of Wales .................................... 60

People’s Collection Wales .............................................. 37

External grants ................................................................ 178

Total ................................................................................ 1,933

Expenditure by major cost £000s

Salaries ........................................................................... 1,509

Running costs .................................................................. 282

Digital Delivery .................................................................. 91

Capital ................................................................................... 44

Travel and subsistence ...................................................... 7

Total ................................................................................ 1,933

Earned income £000s
Book sales ............................................................................... 7

MEDIN accreditation ......................................................... 5

NMR services ......................................................................... 6

Licence fees ............................................................................ 7

Royalties .................................................................................. 1

Total ....................................................................................... 26
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We welcome enquiries in person at our search-room and library in Aberystwyth, by post, e-mail 
or by phone, or through Coflein, our online search facility. 

RCAHMW
Penglais Road
Aberystwyth SY23 3BU
01970 621200 
nmr.wales@rcahmw.gov.uk

See our website for further information: https://www.rcahmw.gov.uk

Join the Friends of the Royal Commission to receive regular updates, give your opinions of our 
services, and take part in special events:  

friends@rcahmw.gov.uk

Contact  
us  17
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ROYAL COMMISSIONERS

Chair
Professor Emerita Nancy Edwards, BA, PhD, FBA, FSA, FLSW 

Vice-Chair
Catherine S Hardman, MA, MA, FSA (until 31 May 2021)

Commissioners
Neil Beagrie, BA, FRSA
Chris Brayne, BA
Caroline Crewe-Read, BA, MPhil, FRSA, MAPM
Dr Louise Emanuel, MA, MSc, PhD, PGCODE 
Thomas O. S. Lloyd, OBE, MA, DL, FSA (until 31 May 2021)
Dr Hayley Roberts, LLB, PhD, FHEA
Jonathan Vining, BSc, BArch, MSc, RIBA, AoU

Appointed 1 June 2021:
Professor Timothy Darvill, OBE, BA, PhD, DSc, FSA, MCIFA.
Sarah Perons, BA, MSc

SECRETARY:
Christopher Catling, MA, FSA, MCIFA
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